DRYBURGH DISTRICT CHURCHES

(Church of Scotland) SC010210

Parish of Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown & St Boswells

Uniting in serving God by welcoming you,
sharing his love and reaching out in service to our communities

‘Summer’ by John Martin.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE

Interim Moderator Rev Mike Taylor Tel: 07479 985075 E-mail: godsborders@gmail.com

Locum Minister Rev Rob Jones Tel: 07876 370656 E-mail: Rob.gus.jones@gmail.com
(Until end June)

Website www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

Fotlow us on www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
faceboolt Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
TD6 0QW Tel: 01835 823457 E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com
Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 OAT
Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer Mr Kevin Sterrick Tel: 07920 520475
E-mail: dryburghchurchestreasurer@gmail.com

Gift Aid Treasurer Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 OAT
Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the September — November 2026 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 31 July 2026 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

MEN’S CLUB?

Sadly, we only received one response from the appeal in the last issue.
We are still open to learning of your interest, but in the meantime,
this is on hold.

Please contact Lucy Smith;
editornewsletter24@gmail.com; Tel: 01835 822425

HELP NEEDED!

We are very grateful to all the people who give
up their time to deliver our Newsletter throughout
the parish. We are looking for one or two more
volunteers in Newtown — in particular to deliver to
Eildon village. If you think you could help, please
contact Winnie Milligan (01835 823457)

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.
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HELLO FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR

Dear Friends

The Kirk Session of Dryburgh District Churches (DDC) have
completed the parish profile that will be our shop front
for ministers who are considering making this their home.
Our next step is to elect a Nominating Committee and start
conversations with ministers.

While this process is familiar to many of us, it is taking place
in a context of seismic shifts to the Church of Scotland
(CoS). The strategy of reducing the number of buildings was
followed up by limiting the call of ministers in a parish to five
years reviewable tenure. This allows Presbyteries to make
quicker staffing adjustments. Under the rules of reviewable
tenure, the terms of a minister’s tenure in a parish can be
changed with six months’ notice.

As the CoS’s financial reserves have been used over the past few years to subsidise shortfalls,
parishes now have more direct responsibility for meeting their financial commitments.
Parishes that are unable to cover their costs may apply for subsidies from central funds,
but these subsidies are not guaranteed. Many parishes will therefore review the level of
ministry they can sustain. Some ministers will work across linked parishes, others will take
on secular jobs and be dual employed. Others will hold fulltime secular jobs and serve as
ministers for a few hours a week. This can no longer be business as usual.

With the stakes being so high, we are praying for a minister with whom there is a shared
vision, camaraderie and confidence. We are praying for a minister who joins the Session
and the congregation and the parish to bring heaven to earth.

Please continue to pray too, and to listen for God’s encouragement as you share in the
life and work of this, your parish.

Grace and peace.
Mike Taylor
Interim Moderator

RETIREMENT PRESENTATION

Brian Evans was presented with a planted outdoor trough, a John Martin picture of
the Eildons and a Main Street Trading voucher in thanks for his many years as Church
Treasurer. “Please convey my great thanks to the Kirk Session for their very kind gift, which
was most unexpected. It has been a pleasure
to act as Church Treasurer over the last few
years and | am only sorry that deterioration
in my health has meant that | have now had
to give up. | am glad that you have found
a replacement and | hope that he will get as
much enjoyment of the job as | have had. My
best wishes for the future”.




‘CHANGE IS AFOOT’

Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes used to
say to Dr. Watson, ‘the game is afoot!” when with
excitement they were about to move on to their
next detective adventure - where there were new
mysteries to be solved.

For us in Dryburgh District Churches, it is really more
that ‘change is afoot’, and although many of us may
not always be comfortable with change, it can be a
time to anticipate that a new adventure lies ahead in
the purposes of God.

I am pretty sure all of us enjoy the change from
winter to spring (when the British weather behaves
itself), and then on to summer when the sun is shining,
the birds are singing, and we get a moment to enjoy
the outdoors. All of us embrace some aspects of change in a very positive way.

Some changes are really hard to feel positive about; all of us are getting older,
and we might encounter illness, aches and pains, and yet the Bible talks about
these changes too and in return gives us something positive to think about:

2 Corinthians 2:16-18

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

‘Though outwardly we are wasting away’; in other words just simply getting older,
and yet inwardly there is a good and positive change going on, because we are
being renewed day-by-day. Through God’s Spirit it is the hope of eternity that
changes us for the better. This inward renewal means we always need to get to
know each other beneath the surface, looking to see the good in each other, just
as God sees us - on the inside.

On a practical note, another change is afoot, and I will be finishing as your locum
at the end of June. I have enjoyed my time at Dryburgh District Churches,
moving away feels a little like leaving family, and that is not a change I enjoy. I
will be taking up a new charge as pastor in Dunfermline. It was time for me to
step up to full ministry again and so I leave you with this blessing:

"The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26), yours aye, Rob.

Best wishes

Rob Jones, Locum Minister



Dryburgh Dislrict Churches (Church of Scolland) SCO10210

Families welcome at all services

Sumimer Sunday Worship lune = August 20206

7 June
Newtown 10.30am
Coffee after worship

14 June
Newtown 10.30am

21 June
Royal British Legicn Scotland
Founder's Day Service
St Boswells 10.30am
28 June
St Boswells 10.30am

26 July
S5t Boswells 10.30am

2 August
Newtown 10.30am
Coffee after worship

9 August
St Boswells 10.30am

16 August
Newtown 10.30am

5 July
Newtown 10.30am
12 July
St Boswells 10.30am
Coffee after worship

23 August
St Boswells 10.30am

30 August
Newtown 10.30am

19 July
Newtown 10.30am

6 September
St Boswells 10.30am
Coffee after worship

All dates and events above were correct at time of printing (end May).
Please check website and noticeboards in case of unexpected changes.




WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Tea & Chat
keeping going!

Craft Group
keeping going!

Worship on Wednesdays

last 3 June * start 2 September

Choir
last 15 July * start in autumn TBA

Lunch Club
last 3 July * start 4 September

Messy Church
last 26 June * start 28 August

Dvpeegh Dedrie] € lnircbes. (Ohrch o Soslandl SO0 0032 10
Al a loose crwd?
Looking for a bit of company?
Evervone welcome to pop in fo:

‘ea and Chat
Arternoon

- ™,
/ Tea, coffee,
' biscuits |
\ and chal! f,'
So chrze/

51 Boswells Church Hall
Every Monday 2 lo 4pm

Conlact Lucy Smith for forther info: 01835 822425

Diryburgh District Churches
(The Church of Scotland) SC010210
www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org

Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10am
to
dpm

WinRSHIP

OMN WEDNESDAYS

Midweek Service
15t Wednesday in the Month

Church Hall, 5t Boswells
10am

A time of Praise, Prayer,
Reflection
and Fellowship
in the middle of the week
N\ :I
r- Followed by
-7t A cuppa =_—F

F
and chat - Y,

Everyone Welcome

Drrybeargh District Churches
iChureh of Scotland]) SC010210




CRAFT GROUP

Church Hall, 5t Boswells
Wednesdavs | = 3.30pm

3

Evervone welconne b come and join us
FFirst visit free: thereafler £1 per week

Hawve: o echal and a cuppa
D vour oy erafl:
Knifting ** Crochel ** Embroidery
Kilt making ** Smocking ** Quilting
Lezarn fronn olhers
Share your experfise!

Ii wems wiish further information, pease contack:
Karen: OFH1 512 Gl

Dhybasnih Dbyt Chanrbes. o0 kark of ool SOB8210

Come & Sing
All-Age, All-Ability Choir

Community Wing,
Sproaston Road, Newtown | Wednesdays ]
I_GI' Slpm_ |

£ 13

-

Weekly Sub £2

Choir Leader: Paul Capaldi

| Now members Welcome l

essy Church Play
creneanes OF st Bke boocodl B lie blessings”

Ghureh Hall i indd AU FrGOYS
St Baswells SO
Fridays of
12.45 - 2pm
12 & 26 June
Al A T
EEE"‘;;EHIH. 28 August
kG 11 & 25
Hhespes Ik s September
Yot Hhere
Whatl we do

Children sl Wir parenls/carers learn
abwal Mhe Word of G inoa o infornal
anl inderactive way

** Snacks for everyvone

** Songs O Crafls

** Bl reeaddingg linked lo B week's [hee
=* Prravver of thanks fo God

L R T T TR

F e Sefhiek; 00345 B2 9000 Tor o il

_Dn-hurqh Dstrict Churches (Church of Scottand) SC010210

Community Lunch Club

5 & 19 June

3 July

4 & 18
September

Adults £3
‘School child £1
Pre-school 50p

For more information
please contact
Marilyn McCall:

01835 823070 or
07484 384387

Foodbank Donations welcomed

Drvinsngh Distric! Churches (Charch of Soolland ) 54000002 10
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Strawberry

Afternoon Teas
Saturday 11 July ONE DAY ONLY

2 - 4.30pm Church Hall
£5 St Boswells

S
[ -

Tea or Coffee Strawberries & Cream

Selection of Cakes  Freshly Baked Scones




NEWTOWN COMMUNITY WING

-
Nowtown
BUMPS, BABIES
AND TODDLER GROUP
Tuesdays 9:30-11:30am

% Newtown Community Wing
£3 a family or Pay What You Can =

= Fridays 1-3pm 9 Newlown Community Wing
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Come along and discover hidden gems,
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W
# Everyone welcome -5
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COMMUNITY _ -

W TOGETHER, WE SUPPORT EACH GTHER L =

. © @ S O
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R A G | | T

Change in opening | 5

hours — now same as

Food Larder open'"g

<y Aﬁukbdnusmndt-bgﬂﬁrm 5

B newtowncommunityhelp@gmail.com 07

ST BOSWELLS
ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL
2" Tuesday each month, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 8th September
Film Show

Alan and Eleanor Drummond

Tuesday 13th October
Cooking Demo
Robbie Benton
Tuesday 10th November

Gina Dickson
Swags and Wreaths

oswi

Scottish Women's Institutes

for peopleliving with Dementia
and their partnersor carers

: .he‘ yolurse
| fyeu mlght’llke to donate floweﬁ

-

% %wt‘own Carol’l—‘iﬂ‘iter;p_.

e

N

1t g%swﬁga ) rl

Marilyn McGa‘w (823070)" &

A, 2""Sesswn Clerks:
X nmea'(‘§23457w
) -




BOOK REVIEW

I would like to recommend a book | am reading by Dr
Gaius Davies entitled “Genius, Grief and Grace’. It
looks at the lives of some well known Christians of the
past including John Bunyan, William Cowper, Christina
Rossetti. They achieved so much in their lives. Some of

them suffered depression or others had great trials but GE*»E’EEE,’%‘MBE
God’s grace worked in their lives to bring great good out DR. GAIS DAIES

of their lives. The biographies are fascinating.

Jackie Jones

To support Crossreach:
353 www.justgiving.com

Thankfully Julie was able to receive the support she needed through
counselling over 6 months at our Counselling service in Inverness’.

Design - Print - Deliver info@footeprint.co.uk

_ www.footeprint.co.uk
One stop service for all

your &
requirements
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LOOKING BACK
FEBRUARY - MARCH - APRIL

LENT began with PANCAKE ‘MONDAY’ on 16 February and was
much enjoyed. Donations of £52 were received for our Mission Fund.

EASTER

Maundy Thursday: We welcomed
St Boswells Primary School pupils
and their teachers to church for
their end of term Easter Assembly.
A joyous, happy and very well
organised service.

In the evening a meaningful Communion service
was enjoyed in the Church Hall by members of the
congregation.

Easter Day: Despite forecasts of stormy weather,
early morning worshippers enjoyed a memorable
service at Dryburgh Abbey. Too windy to
worship outside as in past years, but under cover in the atmospheric Chapter House
was a wonderful experience; singing ‘a cappella’ was magnificent.

Morning Worship in St Boswells followed, celebrating the
A Risen Lord. Retiring offerings during Lent raised £200 in aid

of our Easter Charity Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance.
The generosity of those who donated was much appreciated
by the charity.

SOOTLARDS CHARTY A AMBLUILANCE

On 21 April a group of Army Chaplains, walking St Cuthbert’s Way,
spent the night in the Church Hall. They led evening worship in
St Boswells Church, when we learned about their work in the Army.

CHRISTIAN AID

Thank you to everyone who supported the appeal by
) purchasing a Hamper Square and/or filling a donation envelope.

The total raised was £349.67.

The support of our Christian Aid appeal is much appreciated.

Fund Raising in Aid of Church Funds was well supported, thank you.
Coffee Morning: St Boswells 7 March: £357

Coffee Afternoon: Newtown 19 April: £376

Plant Sale: St Boswells 16 May: £535

Spring ‘Birds’ Quiz: £61
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PRAYER
HE MET JESUS

A very angry young Jewish man who was zealous for GOD did not believe JESUS to be
the SON of GOD. He had authority from the High Priests to put into prison those who
believed in CHRIST. He travelled the country in his search, with murderous threats and
violence. His name was Paul.

Many sufffered at his hands, until GOD stepped in. He was travelling to Damascus in
his search for Christians, and as he neared Damascus a blinding light threw him to the
ground. He and his fellow travellers heard a voice.

It was the voice of JESUS. Paul was made blind by the light and was led into Damascus
to a house in Strait Street. He stayed there for three days until Ananias, in obedience to
CHRIST, came and laid hands on Paul restoring his sight. Paul discovered who CHRIST
was and his hatred was replaced by love for CHRIST.

He became the greatest missionary ever and later wrote in one of his letters to the
churches, the most beautiful definition of love ever written. (Ist Corinthians 13) Paul
suffered much in following his MASTER in faithful service.

Wth CHRIST, priorities change, understanding changes and as we become pliable in:HIS
Hands, on our journey the impossible becomes possible and we learn to see with t
eyes of love. Without CHRIST we cannot come into relationship with GOD. HE live
suffered, died and rose again from death to enable this.

John the Apostle said ‘For GOD so loved the world that HE gave HIS only SON th
whoever believes in HIM should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3: 16) HE knows
our hearts and HE draws near and says to anyone who will listen.

‘Behold | stand at the door and knock. If anyone opens the door | will come in and sup
with him and he with ME.” (Revelations 3: 20)

In 1939 Oswald J Smith wrote this song:

‘One sat alone beside the highway begging

His eyes were blind, the light he could not see

He clutched his rags and shivered in the shadows
Then JESUS came and bade his darkness flee.
When JESUS comes the tempter’s power is broken
When JESUS comes the tears are wiped away

HE takes the gloom and fills the life with glory
For all is changed when JESUS comes to stay.’

JESUS waits in love with open arms.

Rev Winnie Munson

B
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BVAA

14™ June
Greetin Meeting

Newtown St Boswells
Community Wing 7pm

Old Post Office

Newsagents
Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point
Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES

Wine Bar & Bistro

* Stone fired pizza

e |talian favourites

¢ Traditional Scottish dishes
* Families welcome

* Function space available

Find us down the lane between the Church and
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

@himmer

Hoir Sldio

01835 823888

« LADIES +« GENTS
« CHILDREN +<

MAIN STREET
ST. BOSWELLS TDé OAP
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MATTLOCKS

LOCKSMITH SERVICES

From lockouts to lost keys
Locks supplied and fitted
House and Car Keys cut
We can help!

Tel: 01835 869834
30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG

Email: sales@matt-locks.co.uk
www.matt-locks.co.uk

“A KIND OF DREALT
BOOKSHOP AND
SMALL TOWN CAFE”

- NEIL GAIMAN

__ &

==

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY
ST BOSWELLS, TDé OAT 01835 824 087

w@mainstreethare @ mainstreethare mainstreetbooks.co.uk




OVER 60?

EXTEND

i i _-:_; '&_.-""
EXERCISE CLASS ES AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

Standing & Seated (SHTETEIOE TS,
StBoswells Village Hall | cocociovers "
Y o o - .
TueSday s’ z'oopm to 3'oopm UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
£42 for 6 week block TRY FOR FREE! 3;98&%’;%059
Contact CARMEN:07917 032435 garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

email: carmen@carmenskeepfit.com
www.carmensfitness.co.uk

MN DRIVING

Michael Norrie
DVSA ADI (Car)

07526 352291

Your local aufo electrician

St Boswells Mowers Grant Lees

Established for 40 years

®Sales
®Service Antique Clock Restoration
. Barometers and Watches
[ J
Repal.rs Modern work also undertaken
~®Hire Estimates and Valuations
HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 OHH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: lan Hunter

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 07896 500229
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Free Auction Valuations I R( a,'_\

Inheritance Tax Tromson Roppick CALLAN
Auttioneers & Valuers

& Insurance Valuations
Carnethie Street Rosewell
Regular General Edinburgh EH22 9AL

& Specialist Auctions Irongray Road

Contact your local Dumfries DG2 OJE
Borders representative Marconi Road Burgh Road Estate
Frank Forrest on 07803 228000 Carlisle CA2 7NA

for an appointment no-obligation home visit 29 Smith Street

www.thomsonroddick.com Ayr KA7 ITF

www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

P’

Angela Secretan CHIROPRACTIC

MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105 ers.
07733 324808 Chirgpody Cranio Sacral
angela@comptherapy.co.uk ek

Sandsﬁeld, Mall'l Stl'eet, St BOSWQIIS, TD6 OBB Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

+

@‘ The Jewel In Your Finances

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords
comes into affect from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this
will affect you and what we can do to ensure you are compliant
and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Tel: 07831 531244 or email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk




