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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE
Minister	 Rev Sheila W Moir, The Manse, Strae Brigs, St Boswells TD6 0DH
	 Tel: 01835 822255   E-mail: SMoir@churchofscotland.org.uk

Website	 www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
	 Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

	 https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
	 Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks	 Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
	 TD6 0QW  Tel: 01835 823457  E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer	 Mr Brian Evans, Alderwood, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AP
	 Tel: 01835 823031

Gift Aid Treasurer	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the September – November 2025 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 25 July 2025 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.

HELLO FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends

From Spring to Summer: Going Out with Joy

And just like that! Spring gives way to summer and 
creation seems to breathe a little more deeply. The days 
stretch longer, the warmth lingers, and the blossoms of 
spring begin to bear fruit. In gardens and fields, there 
is a sense of movement - of things not only growing but 
preparing to flourish.

It’s a fitting time to reflect on the season we are 
in as the Church: this Post-Easter time, still echoing 
with Alleluias, still holding the light of the risen Christ, 
and yet also facing forward into a world that can feel 
uncertain or unsettled. Easter reminds us that life has 
triumphed over death, yet even resurrection comes with 
questions. “What now?” The disciples wondered and asked themselves that question. 
And we may find ourselves asking the same. Spring that began with buds, snowdrops, 
daffodils and tulips as well as bluebells, giving way to more change as new life 
blossoms, as do the leaves on the trees, prompting memory of a song in Songs of God’s 
People that we have sung often in Church.

 “You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace,
and the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you.

There’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field
shall clap, shall clap their hands.”

It’s a song of promise, drawn from Isaiah 55, a chapter filled with God’s invitation 
to return, to receive, and to live abundantly. It reminds us that joy is not something 
we conjure on our own - it is the fruit of God’s faithful love, leading us onward even 
when the path is not fully clear.

The image of trees clapping their hands is both delightful and reflective. Can you 
imagine this as nature itself joins in the celebration of God’s movement among us? 
As summer draws near, we might hear that “clapping” in the rustling of leaves, the 
beauty of colour in our gardens of summer flowers, or the laughter of children in the 
shade of a tree. All of it points to joy, not as a denial of difficulty, but as the special 
one that holds us close.

So, as the seasons turn and the Spirit continues to move, may we go out with joy - 
not because we have all the answers, but because we are held in the love of the One 
who walks ahead of us. Let us step forward into summer with hope, with purpose, and 
with hearts ready to join the trees in their song and clap our hands in joy. 

Shalom, Rev Sheila
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WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Tea & Chat
keeping going!

Craft Group
keeping going!

Worship on Wednesdays
last 4 June  *  start 3 September

Choir
last 19 June  *  start in autumn TBA

Lunch Club
last 20 June  *  start 5 September

Messy Church
last 13 June  *  start 29 August

 COME AND SING CHOIR
On Wednesday 2nd April, members of Newtown Come and Sing Choir said a fond 
farewell to Derek Reid and his wife Ann as they move home. Derek has led the choir 
since it began in 2018, with great humour, patience and enthusiasm.  On Derek’s last 
night, the choir enjoyed a good sing interspersed with some virtuoso performances 
from Derek on the piano.  Although everyone was sad to see Derek go, it was a very 
happy night.  At the end of the evening, Derek was presented with a theatre voucher 
and a poem to remind him of his time with us.
The Choir will continue to meet to enjoy singing together, but 
we are looking for a new choir leader.  If you are interested, 
or if you can suggest someone who might be, please contact 
Winnie Milligan (01835 823457) for further details.

St Boswells households will
receive a flier for Village Week

with this Newsletter.

A huge thank you in advance 
to this year’s completely new 

Committee.

S T  B O S W E L L S

Village Week
31 s t  M a y to  8 th  Ju n e
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SWI
ST BOSWELLS

ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL
2nd Tuesday each month, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 10th June
Outing

July / August
No Meetings

Tuesday 9th September
Cooking: Marion Pate

Competitions:
Baked Apple / Favourite Brooch

ST BOSWELLS ST BOSWELLS 
ART GROUPART GROUP

We are a friendly group who meet We are a friendly group who meet 
every Monday from 1pm to 4pmevery Monday from 1pm to 4pm

in St Boswells Village Hall.in St Boswells Village Hall.

All levels of ability are very All levels of ability are very 
welcome. Annual membership welcome. Annual membership 

costs £20.costs £20.

For more information,For more information,
why not drop in on a Mondaywhy not drop in on a Monday

for a chat or send us an email to for a chat or send us an email to 
Stboswellsartgroup@hotmail.comStboswellsartgroup@hotmail.com
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A NEW BOOK BY LAURA ROSS:
GRANNY’S OLD WOODEN BED

Granny’s Old Wooden Bed is a fictional work spanning two 
timelines. The story alternates between a 1960s narrative 
featuring Iain, a boy visiting his grandparents in Burntisland 
and historical fiction chapters focused on the life of Neil, an 
orphaned swineherd living in the same area during the 13th 
and 14th centuries, specifically 1289 – 1328 and the political 
landscape of Scotland during the reign of Robert the Bruce 
and the ongoing conflict with England. Iain’s story describes 
his familial relationships and the everyday routines of his 
grandparents. Neil’s narrative provides a historical context 
with conflict and societal norms of the time. Key themes 
include identity, belonging, the impact of historical events 
on ordinary lives, and the enduring power of family ties.

£7.50	 ALL PROCEEDS IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS

1 
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BOOK REVIEW
I have been reading the current edition of ‘READY’ the Journal of 
the Soldiers and Aviator’s Scripture Readers Association (SASRA). 

This has an article noting that, in the Second World War, King 
George called 7 National Days of prayer. People flocked to 
Churches and outside Westminster Abbey people queued to get 
in. Miracles occurred because of God answering prayer.

The Journal also has testimonies of God answering prayer in 
these days too. This should encourage us all to pray more, 
individually and corporately. If you would like more information 
about SASRA and a copy of their magazine, see sasra.org.uk

 	 Jackie Jones

LENT PLEDGE APPEAL
Members of the congregation have enjoyed watching the Lent 
Pledge Thermometer filling up during Lent. An amazing total of 
£556.75 (including Gift Aid Tax to be reclaimed) was raised for our 
Mission Fund.

Some of the funds will be used to support the Skills Events (see 
page 4), which are a response to the Listening Surveys carried out in 
Newtown last year.

Please come along to one or both events – there is something for 
everyone!

OUR FLOWER MINISTRY
Do you enjoy the lovely displays of flowers which enhance 
our weekly worship in Newtown and St Boswells Churches? 
After the service they are gifted to someone in the 
community (not necessarily a church member) whom we 
wish to support – perhaps following a bereavement, a birth, 
illness, a special birthday etc. If you know of someone who 
might appreciate some flowers, please contact Rev Sheila.

Monetary contributions towards the cost of these flowers 
are always welcome. You may arrange them yourself or 
someone else will do this for you.

Please contact our Flower Conveners:

Newtown: Carol Hunter;
St Boswells: Mary Sargent (824261).

April was a busy month for CrossReach and many of our services, from Kiltwalk achievements, 
exciting school trips, to Easter celebrations. These are just some of the activities that took 
place within the CrossReach family in April.

Scotland’s national interfaith charity has been nominated 
for Charity of the Year in this year’s Scottish Charity 
Awards – and is appealing for people to vote for them.

Interfaith Scotland is a finalist in the £100k-£500k 
turnover category in the awards, run by the Scottish 
Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO).

While a judging panel will determine the winners under ten distinct categories, members 
of the public can have their say by voting for their favourite overall entry in the People’s 
Choice Award – by visiting scvo.scot/vote – before 5pm on Tuesday May 20.

The winners will be announced at a ceremony in Glasgow on June 19.

Dr Maureen Sier, director of Interfaith Scotland, said: “We are delighted to be an award 
finalist and to be recognised for over twenty years of work supporting Scotland’s faith and 
belief communities. We are proud to be part of a movement striving for peace and building 
a more welcoming and inclusive Scotland for all.”

Interfaith Scotland promotes and facilitates constructive engagement between different 
faith and belief communities across Scotland through dialogue, educational activities, 
civic engagement and the promotion of religious equality. Find out more at https://
interfaithscotland.org/
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PRAYER
‘Let US make man in OUR Image’

Genesis 1 v 26

When GOD said the above words, the ‘OUR’ referred to the Godhead; 
GOD the FATHER, GOD the SON, and GOD the HOLY SPIRIT.

The HOLY SPIRIT has many names, such as: The Comforter, The Strengthener, 
The Spirit of Truth, The Helper, The Sanctifier – to name but a few.

HE is an agent in the Creation of the universe, and an agent in the re-creation 
of a human being, who comes to CHRIST in repentance, receiving the grace of 
forgiveness and new life in CHRIST.

The HOLY SPIRIT works with the believer’s cooperation in developing the fruit of 
the SPIRIT in him or her – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.

When King David – in Psalm 51 – confesses to GOD his sin with Bathsheba, and 
against her husband, he asks for forgiveness and cleansing and cries out against the 
unthinkable, saying ‘Take not THY HOLY SPIRIT from me!’

On the day of HIS Ascension, JESUS told HIS disciples to go and wait in Jerusalem, 
for the promise of the FATHER, until they received power from on high. Acts 1 v 1-11

One hundred and twenty believers were gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem, 
men and women, praying, when the HOLY SPIRIT came upon each one. That day, 
three thousand believers were added to the Church.

The precious HOLY SPIRIT’S work is ceaseless in believers and in Creation.
HE will guide and direct, HE will strengthen in times of weakness, and when we are 
overwhelmed by circumstances, HE will remind us of GOD’S words, such as –

Isaiah 1 v 15:  ‘Come let us reason together, though your sins be like scarlet they shall 
be white as snow.’                                                                                                                                  

Or Isaiah 42 v 3:  ‘A bruised reed HE will not break, a smoking flax
HE will not quench.’                                                                                                                                  

And Jeremiah 31 v 3 ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love.’

HOLY SPIRIT, Truth divine, dawn upon this soul of mine.

Word of GOD and inward light,  wake my spirit, cleanse my sight.’ 
Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892.

Rev Winnie Munson

EASTER MEMORIES 2025

Easter Surprise Easter Morning Worship – Dryburgh Abbey

Newtown Primary School’s
Easter Monday Service in Newtown Church

Easter Bonnets
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AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician
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AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.

UNIT 1  
NEW BONGATE MILL             
BONGATE             
JEDBURGH 
TD8 6DU 
 

                        PHONE : 01835 869834 
                                                                                                              EMAIL : sales@matt-locks.co.uk  

              www.matt-locks.co.uk       

 
 

LOCKSMITH SERVICES 
From lockouts to lost keys
Locks supplied and fitted

House and Car Keys cut

We can help!
Tel: 01835 869834

30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG
Email:  sales@matt-locks.co.uk

www.matt-locks.co.uk

MAS
SA

GE THERAPY
MAS

SA

GE THERAPY

Angela Secretan
MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105
07733 324808

angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

Handmade Wax melts with 
strong quality oils.

Various glass and ceramic
wax and oil burners.

Wide selection of bath
bombs to suit all ages.

Soap sponges and shower
steamers.

Available to order through 

Facebook, Instagram or Messenger 
Karen.mcilroy@aol.co.uk

07817 912874

Based in Newtown

ExtendExtend
Exercise ClassExercise Class

for the Over 60sfor the Over 60s
St Boswells Village Hall – Tuesdays 1.45-2.45pm

Classes run in school term time
Classes will now run in 6 week blocks

£36 payable in advance
For more information call 
Amanda 07712 587 516 Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Offers:
Chiropractic  Podiatry

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645
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www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

Offers:
Chiropractic • Remedial Massage • Podiatry

Chiropody • Cranio Sacral

Tel: 01835 823645
Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Grant Lees
Established for 30 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 01896 757441

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

MATT-LOCKS
24 HOUR LOCK-OPENING
& REPLACEMENT SERVICE

LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FROM LOCKOUTS TO LOST KEYS
WE CAN HELP. KEYS ALSO CUT

Tel: 01835 869834
Fax: 01835 864388 

Unit 1 New Bongate Mill, Bongate
Jedburgh TD8 6DU

Email <sales@matt-locks.co.uk> 
Proprietor Chris Matthews

WHITE AUTOTEC
AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,

SERVICING AND REPAIRS
TOWBARS FITTED, BLUETOOTH

PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

PHONE GARY ON: 07900881309

garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

•Sales

•Repairs

•Hire

•Service

St Boswells Mowers

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 0HH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: Ian Hunter
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Grant Lees
Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST
148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels

Tel: 01896 753721
Evenings: 07896 500229

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES
Wine Bar & Bistro

• Stone fired pizza
• Italian favourites
• Traditional Scottish dishes
• Families welcome
• Function space available
Find us down the lane between the Church and 
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

The Mainstreet Trading CompanyBooks , Cafe , Deli & Home

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY 
ST BOSWELLS, TD6 0AT   01835 824 08701835 824 087

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND

SMALL TOWN CAFE' ”

B.B.F.
16 -1 9  
June
2022 

@mainstreethare    mainstreethare     mainstreetbooks.mainstreetbooks.co.ukco.uk      

-  NEIL GAIMAN

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords
comes into affect from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this
will affect you and what we can do to ensure you are compliant

and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Tel: 07831 531244  or  email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords comes into affect 
from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this will affect you and what we can do to 
ensure you are compliant and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation

Tel: 07831 531244 or email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk
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Carnethie Street   Rosewell 
Edinburgh   EH22 9AL 

Irongray Road 
Dumfries   DG2 0JE 

Marconi Road  Burgh Road Estate 
Carlisle   CA2 7NA 

22 Smith Street 
Ayr   KA7 1TF  

FFrreeee  AAuuccttiioonn  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx    
&&  IInnssuurraannccee  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

RReegguullaarr  GGeenneerraall    
&&  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  AAuuccttiioonnss  

Contact your local  
Borders representative 

FFrraannkk  FFoorrrreesstt  oonn  0077880033  222288000000   
for an appointment no-obligation home visit 

wwwwww..tthhoommssoonnrrooddddiicckk..ccoomm  

info@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.ukinfo@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.uk
Riverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EERiverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EE

01835 86266701835 862667

One stop service for all One stop service for all 
your your designdesign &  & printingprinting  
requirementsrequirements

Design • Print • Deliver

1818

CAR BOOT SALE
Melrose Rotary Club are holding a Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 12th August on 

St Boswells Village Green 
from 8am to Ipm.   

Cars £7, Vans/Cars+Trailers £10,
Vans+Trailers £12.

If you have any items to sell, or you’re
looking for that elusive bargain, do

come along and try your luck!

Any enquiries: please phone Sylvia
Grundy on 01835 823432

 

Dementia Awareness Week

Coffee Morning
St Boswells Church Hall

Saturday 9th June from 10.00am

Plants • Books • Home Baking  – donations for stalls very welcome

DEMENTIA FRIENDS AWARENESS SESSION

Extend
Exercise Class

for the over 60’s
Tuesdays 9.15–10.15 am

St Boswells Church Hall
in school term time

For more information call
Amanda 07712 587 516.
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Old Post Office
Newsagents

Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point

Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com


