
DRYBURGH DISTRICT CHURCHES
(Church of Scotland) SC010210

Parish of Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown & St Boswells

MARCH – MAY 2026 NEWSLETTER

‘S
p

ri
n

g’
 b

y 
Jo

hn
 M

ar
tin

.



2

WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE
Interim Moderator	 Rev Mike Taylor   Tel: 07479 985075   E-mail: godsborders@gmail.com

Locum Minister	 Rev Rob Jones   Tel: 07876 370656   E-mail: Rob.gus.jones@gmail.com

Website	 www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
	 Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

	 https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
	 Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks	 Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
	 TD6 0QW  Tel: 01835 823457  E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer	 Mr Kevin Sterrick   Tel: 07920 520475
	 E-mail: dryburghchurchestreasurer@gmail.com

Gift Aid Treasurer	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the June – August 2026 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 24 April 2026 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.

MEN’S CLUB?
An interest has been expressed about forming a Men’s Club in the Church Hall. If you 
might be interested please contact me, with no obligation.

At this stage we only require some idea of interest. There are no specific programmes or 
activities planned. This will depend on interest expressed!

Some ideas taken from the internet which might help suggestions:

•  a regular, easy way to meet new people

•  a friendly way to connect and build friendships

•  a platform for shared interests and hobbies

•  coping with life-changing times

•  a safe place to talk

•  …….. and anything else?

Lucy Smith, Joint Session Clerk, Dryburgh District Churches
editornewsletter24@gmail.com   01835822425
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HELLO FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR
Dear Friends

By the time you read this, the pancakes of Shrove 
Tuesday will be a memory and you are imagining 
creative ways to cheat on your Lent fast. I experience 
Lent as an empowering time where we are reminded 
that we have a part to play in shaping the world. 
It’s a time to remember that we do not need to 
be reduced to being a character in another person’s 
narrative. Lent puts us in front of a mirror where we 
ask, “What are you going to do to change this? What 
should I cut back on or eliminate to make the world 
better? What do I need to do more often to improve 
the experience of life for myself and others?”

At the end of Lent, we are faced with the extreme 
example of the rejection of Good. ‘The darker angels 
of our nature don’t go gently into that good light’, 
to misquote Steven Pinker and Dylan Thomas. Good 
Friday reminds us that violence and force deliver 
transient victories, but in gentleness Jesus absorbs 
evil, and on Saturday he rested in God’s sabbath, and on Sunday love won. In the long arc 
of history, love always wins. The privilege we remember during Lent, is that we play a part 
in bending that arc. You matter. Your life matters.

Out of our love for God and all God’s creation, the Kirk Session of Dryburgh District 
Churches is working towards engaging the minister who will lead them through the next 
chapter of their congregation’s and parish’s life. The process is that the Session will draft 
a parish profile, and a profile of the type of person we believe will match well with them. 
The congregation then elects and appoints a Nominating Committee with the remit of 
attracting and selecting a sole nominee. The congregation then discern and make the final 
decision on whether to extend a call to the nominee, or not. 

In my thinking, the process of a congregation and minister selecting each other is a 
lot like dating. For starters, both have to be eligible and meet the basic criteria to be 
considered. Then there are the questions of shared beliefs, values and goals. Then there 
is the question of compatibility. For couples and churches, the best relationships have 
enough diversity in the right areas to foster challenge, and enough similarity to provide 
safety. Well matched ministers and parishes do not only thrive, but they have fun doing so.

I am very grateful for the opportunity to share this part of the journey with you. We are 
very blessed to have such capable and passionate Session Clerks and Elders. We are so 
blessed by Rob Jones’ ministry as our locum minister, and by the gifts of all who share in 
the life and work of our church. We thank God for Greg Robertson who has shared much 
of his formative years with us, and who is now turning his focus to starting his probation 
year with the goal of ordination. 

May God bless you this season of Lent. May your load be light and may you have a 
renewed spring in your step.

Grace and peace. Mike
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FRIENDS ‘RE’UNITED
“There are no strangers here; Only friends you haven’t yet met.”
(attributed to Irish poet, Yeats)

I agree. In the short time I have been here working 
with Dryburgh District Churches as your Locum 
Minister, I too have found friends I simply hadn’t 
met yet. Thanks for your kind welcome.

It is all too easy to lose track of the friendships we 
value: time moves on and without effort friendships 
can fade, especially when distance is involved. We 
live in an age of increasing connectedness through 
technology, but ironically we find that loneliness 
is also on the rise. People desire real-life human 
connections; a computer or phone screen isn’t enough.

A proverb in the Bible talks about the need for us to 
be able to call on a nearby friend in time of trouble.  

Do not forsake your friend or a friend of your family, and do not go to your 
relative’s house when disaster strikes you - better a neighbour nearby than a 
relative far away. (Proverbs 27:10)

It is important that we seek to strengthen these bonds of friendship with 
those who are nearby to us, in Newtown, St. Boswells, Maxton and Mertoun, 
so that when the difficult days come, we have those whom we can still rely 
on who are nearby. 

Going out for that tea or coffee with a friend, perhaps on Monday for ‘Tea and 
Chat’ at the church hall, or eating lunch with friends at the Friday Lunch Club, 
and also visiting those who cannot get out so easily, but whom you still call friend.

As followers of Jesus, we remember that our saviour was often out visiting other 
people’s houses, and sharing Good News with them, healing and forgiving those in 
need, so much so that the jealous religious leaders of His day labelled Him as a 
friend of sinners. 

Likewise, it can be read in the Good News of Jesus (the Bible) that many of those 
who care for the sick, visit the imprisoned and feed the hungry are found at the 
End of Days to have been serving Jesus himself. (Matthew 25:31-40).

Best wishes
Rob Jones

Locum Minister
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WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY 
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NEWTOWN COMMUNITY WING

WEEKLY EVENTS
Mondays – Food Larder: 4 - 6pm, open to all, no referral required. 
Tuesdays – Bumps, Babies and Toddler Group: 9 - 11.30am,
£3 per family (up to 4), includes snack and play
Wednesdays – Knit n Knatter: 1 - 3pm, £2, includes refreshments
Fridays 
Food Larder: 4 - 6pm
Warm Hub: 12.30 - 3pm, pop in for a cuppa and a blether

(Until end March)
Various activities different weeks. Free for all ages.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Car Boot Sales  8am - 12noon
1st March  •  26th April  •  31st May 
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SWI
ST BOSWELLS

ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL
2nd Tuesday each month, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 10th March
Hospitality Night

Tuesday 14th April
Reflexology

Tuesday 12th May
T.B.C.
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Monteath 
Mausoleum

Open Days 2026
Sunday 5th April / Monday 6th April 
Sunday 3rd May / Monday 4th May

Sunday 24th May / Monday 25th May  
Sunday 28th June

Sunday 12th July / Monday 13th July 
  Sunday 2nd August / Monday 3rd August

Monday 31st August 
Sunday 6th September (tbc) 

A grand Victorian monument. Free guided 
tours on Open Days. Summer special events. 

Come and see the Lions and the Angels!

Lilliards Edge, just off A68 north of holiday park.
Look out for roadside signs

www.friendsofthemonteathmausoleum.org.uk
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ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL
Over the past two years, St Boswells Village Hall has undertaken a major programme of 
work to reduce its carbon emissions. Guided by an energy subcommittee and informed 
by a community survey in which 94% of respondents encouraged us to take prompt 
action to reduce CO2 emissions, we have delivered a series of substantial improvements.
The major measures undertaken comprise 
the fitting of solar panels with battery 
storage, retrofitting LED lighting throughout, 
and installing underfloor insulation in the 
Greater Hall (replacing the old floor with a 
beautiful beechwood one). The culmination 
of this journey is the replacement of our old 
gas boiler with three cascaded 12 kW air 
source heat pumps connected to a system of 
new and highly efficient radiators. This means that the overall annual CO2 emissions that 
arise from the village hall will be reduced from 4.7 tonnes to 0.8 tonnes. Put another 
way, the hall will cause only 17% of the CO2 emissions compared to 2022. Even better, 
the hall will emit zero CO2 directly from the building.
In helping us achieve this goal, we are indebted to two major funders, Local Energy 
Scotland (CARES) and Borders Community Action (specifically their Decarbonization 
Fund).  But nothing could have been done without the hard work and commitment of 
several volunteers, who have donated their energy and expertise to help ensure that the 
village hall can serve our community long into the future.
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 THANK YOU
… to John Martin, whose beautiful, unique pictures transform

our Newsletter covers for 3 issues, every year.

... and to Wayne at footeprint, for his patience and expertise in 
assisting with the layouts every quarter.

CALLING ALL KNITTERS!
POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE!

You may remember that 8 years ago we knitted and crocheted loads of poppies for our 
Churches’ Remembrance displays. Some of the St Boswells poppies are now a bit past 
their best.

Please get in touch with Marilyn if you would like to start making poppies. She can let 
you have a pattern and if there is enough interest we could hold some Knitting Bees in 
the Church Hall. Knit ‘natter with a cuppa!

Marilyn 01835 823070  marilynmccall.8@gmail.com

BOOK REVIEW: WAR AND GRACE

We have a book which I would like to recommend. The title is 
“War and Grace” by Don Stephens and includes short biographies 
of Christians from the World Wars. It includes the life of British 
General Dobbie who was in charge of defending Malta against 
invasion and 12 other interesting lives.

Jackie Jones

Design • Print • Deliver
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OUR FLOWER MINISTRY
The lovely displays of flowers which enhance our weekly worship in Newtown 
and St Boswells Churches are gifted after worship to someone in the community 
(not necessarily a church member) whom we wish to support – perhaps 
following a bereavement, a birth, illness, a special birthday etc.
If you know of someone who might appreciate some flowers, please contact 
Session Clerks, Winnie Milligan or Lucy Smith.
Monetary contributions towards the cost of these flowers are very much 
needed and appreciated. Someone will arrange them for you or you may 
arrange them yourself.

Please contact: Flower Conveners:
Newtown: Carol Hunter; St Boswells: Mary Sargent (824261).

or Session Clerks: Winnie (823457); Lucy (822425).

TREASURERS
Brian Evans has been our treasurer for 12 years, initially as St Boswells Church Treasurer 
and latterly as treasurer of Dryburgh District Churches. He will be retiring once the 2025 
accounts and the OSCR Trustees Report are completed. We are extremely grateful to 
him for his care of our accounts.
Kevin Sterrick has been appointed as our new treasurer wef 1st January. He will liaise 
with Brian in the transition period. Kevin lives in Newtown and has an Accountancy 
business. We are extremely grateful to him to agreeing to take us on! 

NEW COMMUNITY CHOIR LEADER
Choir members have been enjoying the return to a ‘live’ accompaniment 
which has been missed since April last year, when choir leader, Derek 
Reid, moved away from the area.
We welcome Paul Capaldi, as new choir leader, and hope that he will 
enjoy sharing music with us.
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CHRISTMAS 2025
HIGHLIGHTS

Preparation for Advent Travelling to the stable

Have donkey will travel!

Newtown School Christmas Service

Christingle Service

Christingles made – off to Church

Nativity Scene
Thank you:
for contributions towards our Christmas
Charity, Children First, which raised £400
and to Buccleuch Estates for providing the 
Christmas trees outside Newtown Church
and St Boswells Church Hall.
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PRAYER
‘GOD was in CHRIST reconciling the world to HIMSELF…’  

2 Corinthians 5 v19

At the beginning of HIS public ministry, as JESUS came up out of the water, at HIS 
baptism, HE was affirmed by GOD HIS FATHER WHO said:        

‘This is MY beloved SON in WHOM I am well pleased.’  (Mark 1 v11)

During HIS years of ministry JESUS spoke to HIS disciples about HIS relationship with HIS 
FATHER. HE said ‘I and THE FATHER are ONE’ (John 10 v30) and ‘I always do those 
things that please MY FATHER.’  (John 8 v29)

At the beginning and end of each day HE spent time with GOD HIS FATHER. The 
Gospels give us very brief glimpses of the relationship between GOD THE FATHER and 
GOD THE SON.

Towards the end of HIS earthly life, JESUS said ‘I go to MY FATHER and your FATHER’ 
(John 20 17) - inclusive language referring to those who believe in HIM.

JESUS said of HIMSELF ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.’ (John 14 v6) i.e. HE is the 
Way to GOD THE FATHER, HE is the Truth.  HE spoke the Truth, and HE lived the Truth. 
i.e. HE is the embodiment of Truth and in HIM alone is eternal life.

The Christian in his or her walk of faith looks to CHRIST for guidance, to HIS example 
and to HIS teaching.  HE is our point of reference for life. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, for example, HE teaches us about forgiveness, about trust 
and compassion, how to give and about going the second mile.

HIS days began early and often ended late into the night as HE ministered to the needy.

Those brief three years were steep learning curves.  Often the disciples’ values were 
overturned as they discovered the true meaning of love and of THE FATHER’S love 
for them.

On very rare occasions in the Gospels we are given glimpses of CHRIST’S Divinity.

When we walk with HIM and listen as we grow in our understanding we bring pleasure 
to our SAVIOUR and LORD.

‘Worship The LORD in the beauty of holiness
Bow down before HIM, HIS Glory proclaim

With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness
Kneel and adore HIM – The LORD is HIS name.

Truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness
These are the offerings we lay on HIS shrine.’  

      J H Reinhardt 1854

Rev Winnie Munson
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AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician
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AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.
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www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

Offers:
Chiropractic • Remedial Massage • Podiatry

Chiropody • Cranio Sacral

Tel: 01835 823645
Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Grant Lees
Established for 30 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 01896 757441

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

MATT-LOCKS
24 HOUR LOCK-OPENING
& REPLACEMENT SERVICE

LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FROM LOCKOUTS TO LOST KEYS
WE CAN HELP. KEYS ALSO CUT

Tel: 01835 869834
Fax: 01835 864388 

Unit 1 New Bongate Mill, Bongate
Jedburgh TD8 6DU

Email <sales@matt-locks.co.uk> 
Proprietor Chris Matthews

WHITE AUTOTEC
AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,

SERVICING AND REPAIRS
TOWBARS FITTED, BLUETOOTH

PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

PHONE GARY ON: 07900881309

garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

•Sales

•Repairs

•Hire

•Service

St Boswells Mowers

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 0HH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: Ian Hunter
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Angela Secretan
MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105
07733 324808

angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

UNIT 1  
NEW BONGATE MILL             
BONGATE             
JEDBURGH 
TD8 6DU 
 

                        PHONE : 01835 869834 
                                                                                                              EMAIL : sales@matt-locks.co.uk  

              www.matt-locks.co.uk       

 
 

LOCKSMITH SERVICES 

From lockouts to lost keys

Locks supplied and fitted

House and Car Keys cut

We can help!
Tel: 01835 869834

30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG

Email:  sales@matt-locks.co.uk
www.matt-locks.co.uk

1515thth March March
Crank Up Day

Sprouston Hall 10am

1818thth March March
Craig Robertson of Scot Agri

Newtown St Boswells Community Wing 7pm

1515thth April April
Show Meeting

Newtown St Boswells Community Wing 7pm

1818thth April April
Charity Road Run in aid of

St Abbs Lifeboat (Jedburgh area)

1616thth May May
Vintage Sale

Springwood Park, Kelso 9am

1717thth May May
Vintage Rally

Springwood Park, Kelso 11am

2727thth May May
Greetin Meeting

Newtown St Boswells Community Wing 7pm
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Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Offers:
Chiropractic  Podiatry

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645

Old Post Office
Newsagents

Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point

Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com

Grant Lees
Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST
148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels

Tel: 01896 753721
Evenings: 07896 500229

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES
Wine Bar & Bistro

• Stone fired pizza
• Italian favourites
• Traditional Scottish dishes
• Families welcome
• Function space available
Find us down the lane between the Church and 
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

The Mainstreet Trading CompanyBooks , Cafe , Deli & Home

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY 
ST BOSWELLS, TD6 0AT   01835 824 08701835 824 087

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND

SMALL TOWN CAFE' ”

B.B.F.
16 -1 9  
June
2022 

@mainstreethare    mainstreethare     mainstreetbooks.mainstreetbooks.co.ukco.uk      

-  NEIL GAIMAN

TTRRYY  FFOORR  FFRREEEE!!
TTuueessddaayy’’ss,,  22::0000ppmm  ttoo  33::0000ppmm
SStt  BBoosswweellllss  VViillllaaggee  HHaallll

EEXXEERRCCIISSEE  CCLLAASSSSEESS
SSttaannddiinngg  &&  SSeeaatteedd

OOVVEERR  6600??

££4422  ffoorr  66  wweeeekk  bblloocckk
0077991177  003322  443355

eemmaaiill::  ccaarrmmeenn@@ccaarrmmeennsskkeeeeppfifitt..ccoomm
wwwwww..ccaarrmmeennssfifittnneessss..ccoo..uukk

CCoonnttaacctt  CCAARRMMEENN::
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For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords
comes into affect from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this
will affect you and what we can do to ensure you are compliant

and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Tel: 07831 531244  or  email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords comes into affect 
from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this will affect you and what we can do to 
ensure you are compliant and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation

Tel: 07831 531244 or email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

Carnethie Street   Rosewell 
Edinburgh   EH22 9AL 

Irongray Road 
Dumfries   DG2 0JE 

Marconi Road  Burgh Road Estate 
Carlisle   CA2 7NA 

22 Smith Street 
Ayr   KA7 1TF  

FFrreeee  AAuuccttiioonn  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx    
&&  IInnssuurraannccee  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

RReegguullaarr  GGeenneerraall    
&&  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  AAuuccttiioonnss  

Contact your local  
Borders representative 

FFrraannkk  FFoorrrreesstt  oonn  0077880033  222288000000   
for an appointment no-obligation home visit 

wwwwww..tthhoommssoonnrrooddddiicckk..ccoomm  
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CAR BOOT SALE
Melrose Rotary Club are holding a Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 12th August on 

St Boswells Village Green 
from 8am to Ipm.   

Cars £7, Vans/Cars+Trailers £10,
Vans+Trailers £12.

If you have any items to sell, or you’re
looking for that elusive bargain, do

come along and try your luck!

Any enquiries: please phone Sylvia
Grundy on 01835 823432

 

Dementia Awareness Week

Coffee Morning
St Boswells Church Hall

Saturday 9th June from 10.00am

Plants • Books • Home Baking  – donations for stalls very welcome

DEMENTIA FRIENDS AWARENESS SESSION

Extend
Exercise Class

for the over 60’s
Tuesdays 9.15–10.15 am

St Boswells Church Hall
in school term time

For more information call
Amanda 07712 587 516.
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