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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE
Minister	 Rev Sheila W Moir, The Manse, Strae Brigs, St Boswells TD6 0DH
	 Tel: 01835 822255   E-mail: SMoir@churchofscotland.org.uk

Website	 www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
	 Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

	 https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
	 Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks	 Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
	 TD6 0QW  Tel: 01835 823457  E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer	 Mr Brian Evans, Alderwood, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AP
	 Tel: 01835 823031

Gift Aid Treasurer	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the June – August 2025 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 25 April 2025 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.

HELLO FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends

Spring is coming! I love this time of the year when we 
begin to see new growth. It is so heartwarming when 
snowdrops make an appearance, then of course more 
colour with daffodils, tulips and other spring flowers. 
They bring with them a sense of hope that, in the 
darkness of the winter season, we know that it will 
give way to spring and bring warmth and light.

As we approach Spring, the Church turns its thoughts 
to the season of Lent. This is a time for Christians 
to pause and consider what truly matters. Rooted in 
the Christian tradition, it recalls the forty days Jesus 
spent in the wilderness that we read about in Matthew 
4:1-2, which was a time of challenge and preparation. 
Yet, beyond its religious significance, Lent carries a 
message that speaks to all of us – the rhythm of letting go and beginning anew.

This season falls at a turning point in the year. The 
darkness of winter slowly gives way to spring, and signs 
of new life emerge. Buds push through frozen ground, 
trees begin to bud and blossom, and the warmth of 
longer days reminds us that change is always possible. 
What once seemed bare and colourless is quietly 
preparing for renewal.

Lent invites us into that same pattern. It is a time to step back, to let go of what 
no longer nourishes us, and to make space for something new. Just as nature 
sheds the weight of winter, we too can release burdens - whether it be old habits, 
distractions, or things that pull us away from who we truly want to be.

But Lent is not only about letting go; it is also about looking forward. It is about 
hope. The challenges of winter do not last forever, and neither do the difficult 
seasons in our lives. We are reminded with the coming of spring that growth 
happens even when we cannot see it.

At its heart the season of Lent is a journey of love. It reminds Christians that God’s 
love is costly, that Jesus willingly walked the road to Calvary to sacrifice himself 
for the sins of the world. But it also reminds us of the hope beyond the cross - the 
empty tomb, the victory of life over death, and the promise of resurrection. 

As we journey through this Lenten season to that glorious Easter celebration, may 
we take time to notice the small signs of new life and be reminded that change, 
healing, and hope are always possible, and that God’s love is always with us. 

Shalom, Rev Sheila

OUR NEWSLETTER:  A CALL FOR HELP!
We are very grateful to the kind gentleman who has, over a number of years, delivered the 
newsletter in Eildon. Sadly, he is no longer able to do this, so we are looking for a volunteer 
to deliver the newsletters four times a year in Eildon. If you feel you could help, please 
contact Winnie Milligan (01835 823457).

Thank you to all the many other volunteers who faithfully deliver our quarterly Newsletter 
throughout our Parish.

Before it is ready for distribution, Wayne at Footeprint in Jedburgh provides huge support, 
time, expertise and patience to help with the final version and to keep the Editor sane!

Our first Coffee Morning of the year in Newtown on Saturday 8 
February was busy and enjoyed by everyone who supported our 
church – raising £451.60 for Church funds. Thank you.

Next one in St Boswells on 26 April.
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WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY 
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ST BOSWELLS ST BOSWELLS 
ART GROUPART GROUP

We are a friendly group who meet We are a friendly group who meet 
every Monday from 1pm to 4pmevery Monday from 1pm to 4pm

in St Boswells Village Hall.in St Boswells Village Hall.

All levels of ability are very All levels of ability are very 
welcome. Annual membership welcome. Annual membership 

costs £20.costs £20.

For more information,For more information,
why not drop in on a Mondaywhy not drop in on a Monday

for a chat or send us an email to for a chat or send us an email to 
Stboswellsartgroup@hotmail.comStboswellsartgroup@hotmail.com
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Monteath 
Mausoleum

Open Days 2025
Sunday 20th April / Monday 21st April 

Sunday 4th May
Sunday 25th May / Monday 26th May 

Sunday 15th June
Saturday 5th July / Sunday 6th July (SS) 

Sunday 3rd August
Sunday 24th August / Monday 25th August 

Sunday 7th September 

A grand Victorian monument. Free guided 
tours on Open Days. Strawberry Sunday in 

July. Come and see the Lions and the Angels!

Lilliards Edge, just off A68 north of holiday park.
Look out for roadside signs

www.friendsofthemonteathmausoleum.org.uk
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Email: davisflorence319@gmail.com
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ST BOSWELLS PRIMARY SCHOOL
2025 sees the beginning of, not only a new term for the school but 
also a new era, as it is the first time since 2009 that St Boswells has 
not been in partnership with Newtown Primary School. Although 
there will continue to be shared events for pupils and staff going 
on between the two schools, a restructure of the Earlston cluster 
means that St Boswells now stands alone with its own leadership 
team consisting of Miss Caroline Hardie as Acting Headteacher and 
Mrs Jill Calvert as Principal Teacher.

With just four weeks into the new term, it has been feeling very busy with lots of exciting 
learning activities going on throughout the school. The whole school focus has been on Scots 
Language and celebrating the life of Robert Burns. We are very proud of our P7 pupils who 
worked hard to prepare and host a delightful Burns Lunch on Thursday 23rd of January. It 
is the first time in the history of St Boswells that we have had one of our own pupils pipe in 
the haggis. Huge well done to Magnus Barker (P7).

The annual Scots poetry competition took place last week with the grand final taking place 
during our Scots Celebration Afternoon. All our pupils have worked so hard to prepare for 
this and performed with clarity, confidence and enthusiasm. The afternoon consisted of 15 
finalists reciting their poems as well as each class performing different well known Scottish 
Songs. Of course, it couldn’t end without a whole school rendition of Auld Lang Syne. The 
results of the competition will be announced soon.

As we continue to try and foster links with the community one of our favourite ways to do this 
is to attend Wednesday Warmups in the Village Hall. Our pupils love to share their learning 
with some of our older residents in the village and it is wonderful to see the interaction that 
goes on between the generations. This term we have already had visits from P6 & P5 and 
there is still a visit from P7 due to take place on Wednesday 5th March. 

Thank you to Rev Sheila who continues to show great support and loyalty to our school, 
attending weekly assemblies as well as special events in the school. The support of the church 
and the whole community is what helps to make our school so special and unique.

Caroline Hardie (Acting Headteacher)

NEW TEAM AT NEWTOWN
Dear Reader

We would just like to take this opportunity to introduce 
ourselves as the new Headteacher and Depute Headteacher 
at Newtown Primary School and Nursery. After a period of 
temporary senior leadership within the school, we officially 
joined the team following the Christmas break. 

We have been blown away by how welcoming all children, 
staff and parents have made us feel over the past few 
weeks. Whenever there are changes, this can naturally result 
in some anxiety over what the future will hold. However, 
there seems to be a real openness and desire within the 
Newtown team to explore new possibilities and build on 
the current successes of the school.

The school and nursery have recently undergone an 
inspection, which has helped to highlight strengths 
(supportive ethos, positive reading culture in the school) as 
well as some areas for further improvement (for example, 
how data and assessment information is used to ensure 
children are making the best possible progress).

In addition to this, a real passion we both have is to enhance relationships between schools 
and the community – our parents/carers, local business and community groups such as the 
food larder and, of course, the church. In doing so, we aim to enhance the opportunities we 
can offer the children of Newtown, but also to explore opportunities for them to enhance 
and support their wider community.

On behalf of us both, we look forward to meeting you and working together in the near future.

Kind regards,

Kevin Wilson (Headteacher)

Roddy Graham (Depute Headteacher)

* We don’t always wear kilts to work though!

NEWS FROM OUR PRIMARY SCHOOLS

The Moderator of The Church of Scotland, Rt Rev Dr Shaw J Paterson, swapped his Church of 
Scotland attire for his toolkit as he re-tiled part of a wall at the Kirkhaven Project in Glasgow. 
Reflecting on the work, Dr Paterson said: 

“Yesterday I was able to return to CrossReach’s 
Kirkhaven Project in Glasgow to help re-tile part 
of their training kitchen. When I visited them in 
December I noticed that some of the tiles needed to be 
re-done and had offered to re-do them. I took part of 
a day to switch off, relax and help out alongside my 
good friend Sandy. The Kirkhaven Project supports 
homeless adults and clearly positively impacts those 
who use their service.”



16 17

PRAYER
For GOD so loved the world, that HE gave HIS only SON,

that whosoever believes in HIM, should not perish,
but have eternal life.

(John 3 v 16) 

The sun had gone down in Jerusalem. JESUS was alone, when HE heard the footfall of 
a visitor. It was Nicodemus, one of the rulers in Israel. His opening words were ‘We 
know that YOU are a Teacher sent from GOD.’ (John 3 v 2) The ‘we’ would have been 
friends of Nicodemus: Pharisees, like himself, who admired JESUS. He, and they, wanted 
to know more. JESUS turned the conversation around, from ‘we’ Into the personal, and 
on to spiritual matters. 

Nicodemus was confused. For JESUS had said to him: ‘You must be born again.’  As a 
Pharisee, and as a member of the Sanhedrin, Nicodemus would have studied the Scriptures 
(Old Testament) extensively; yet he did not grasp the concept, nor the significance of 
spiritual birth.  A second time JESUS said to him: ‘You need to be born again of the SPIRIT 
in order to understand spiritual matters.’ Three times in that recorded conversation JESUS 
told Nicodemus emphatically: ‘You need to be born again of the SPIRIT.’

The forgiveness of GOD for our sins is for all humankind.  It is enabled by HIS SON, who 
came to save us from the consequences of sin and bring us to new life. JESUS’ completed 
work on earth accomplished this. Forgiveness brings a new beginning. It enables spiritual 
birth. Anyone who comes to CHRIST for pardon comes into a relationship with CHRIST. 
Prayer changes things. The most important prayer in any life is that which brings us back to 
the FATHER through HIS beloved SON.

I know a man, who, one evening in the 1950s, knelt by his bed and asked forgiveness from 
CHRIST in response to a Gospel message on the radio. He still walks with CHRIST today. 
I know a woman, who, in her early teens, came to CHRIST with hundreds of others, in 
response to Billy Graham’s Gospel message. She still walks with CHRIST today. I know a 
woman, who, at the age of 19, was sitting in a crowded church hall, when a young Faith 
Mission Pilgrim said ‘If anyone here wants to have CHRIST in their life will you stand up 
during this next hymn.’ Two people stood up.  That woman still walks with CHRIST today.

The love of GOD in HIS SON has brought millions of people forgiveness and new life down 
through the centuries.  It will continue to do so until HE returns. The work of those who 
love and follow CHRIST is to love and pray for others.

May GOD richly bless you as you follow CHRIST in HIS love.

‘There’s a wideness in GOD’S mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
there’s a kindness in HIS justice, which is more than liberty.

For the love of God is broader than the grasp of mortal mind;
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.              

F W Faber ‘There’s a ‘Wideness in GOD’S mercy’ CH4 187, verses 1 and 3.

Rev Winnie Munson

CHRISTMAS 2024 MEMORIES
THANK YOU

We are hugely grateful to all the people who helped to make Christmas celebrations in 
Dryburgh District Churches very special. Too many people to name, but here are a few and 
apologies if you have been missed!

Rev Sheila for wonderful worship, Buccleuch Estates for Christmas trees at Newtown Church 
& St Boswells Church Hall, the Nativity Stable Crew who erected it in a blizzard at the end 
of November, in front of St Boswells Church, Linda & Carol who made wonderful flower 
arrangements in St Boswells and Newtown Churches, Marilyn for new knitted Nativity 
figures in St Boswells, everyone who helped to decorate all our Churches & Christmas trees, 
customers who braved the elements to support the Christmas Fair in St Boswells, raising the 
wonderful total of £965 for Church Funds, the ‘lights crew’ for the new Christmas street lights 
in St Boswells, members of the congregation who donated a total of £266 for our Christmas 
Charity in aid of Aberlour, Scotland’s Children’s Charity and last but not least, Fraser for his 
bagpipe playing which enhanced the Christingle celebrations ……..
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CAR BOOT SALE
Melrose Rotary Club are holding a Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 12th August on 

St Boswells Village Green 
from 8am to Ipm.   

Cars £7, Vans/Cars+Trailers £10,
Vans+Trailers £12.

If you have any items to sell, or you’re
looking for that elusive bargain, do

come along and try your luck!

Any enquiries: please phone Sylvia
Grundy on 01835 823432

 

Dementia Awareness Week

Coffee Morning
St Boswells Church Hall

Saturday 9th June from 10.00am

Plants • Books • Home Baking  – donations for stalls very welcome

DEMENTIA FRIENDS AWARENESS SESSION

Extend
Exercise Class

for the over 60’s
Tuesdays 9.15–10.15 am

St Boswells Church Hall
in school term time

For more information call
Amanda 07712 587 516.
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AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician
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AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.

UNIT 1  
NEW BONGATE MILL             
BONGATE             
JEDBURGH 
TD8 6DU 
 

                        PHONE : 01835 869834 
                                                                                                              EMAIL : sales@matt-locks.co.uk  

              www.matt-locks.co.uk       

 
 

LOCKSMITH SERVICES 
From lockouts to lost keys
Locks supplied and fitted

House and Car Keys cut

We can help!
Tel: 01835 869834

30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG
Email:  sales@matt-locks.co.uk

www.matt-locks.co.uk

MAS
SA

GE THERAPY
MAS

SA

GE THERAPY

Angela Secretan
MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105
07733 324808

angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

BVAABVAA
March 9March 9thth  Crank Up/Coffee Morning

Sprouston Village Hall 10am

 March 20 March 20thth  Club Night
St Boswells Church Hall 7.30pm

 April 12 April 12thth  Charity Road Run
for Blood Bikes Scotland

Charterhall 9.30am

 April 17 April 17thth  Club Night/Show Meeting
St Boswells Church Hall 7.30pm

 May 17May 17thth  BVAA Sales 
Springwood Park 9am

May 18May 18thth  BVAA Rally
Springwood Park 11am

Old Post Office
Newsagents

Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point

Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com

Handmade Wax melts with 
strong quality oils.

Various glass and ceramic
wax and oil burners.

Wide selection of bath
bombs to suit all ages.

Soap sponges and shower
steamers.

Available to order through 

Facebook, Instagram or Messenger 
Karen.mcilroy@aol.co.uk

07817 912874

Based in Newtown

ExtendExtend
Exercise ClassExercise Class

for the Over 60sfor the Over 60s
St Boswells Village Hall – Tuesdays 1.45-2.45pm

Classes run in school term time
Classes will now run in 6 week blocks

£36 payable in advance
For more information call 
Amanda 07712 587 516

Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Offers:
Chiropractic  Podiatry

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645info@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.ukinfo@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.uk
Riverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EERiverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EE

01835 86266701835 862667

One stop service for all One stop service for all 
your your designdesign &  & printingprinting  
requirementsrequirements

Design • Print • Deliver

St Boswells SWI is a group of like-minded 
ladies, who meet once a month

for demonstrations, crafts and talks.

Please come along and join us
at 7.30pm in St Boswells Village Hall.

Tuesday 11 March
Hospitality Night; Community Choir

Tuesday 8 April
Dr John Burn, retired local doctor

Tuesday 13 May
Talk on Gardening, Rupert Norris,
Head Gardener, Mertoun Estates

Contact:
Marilyn: 01835 823070; 07484 384387
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Carnethie Street   Rosewell 
Edinburgh   EH22 9AL 

Irongray Road 
Dumfries   DG2 0JE 

Marconi Road  Burgh Road Estate 
Carlisle   CA2 7NA 

22 Smith Street 
Ayr   KA7 1TF  

FFrreeee  AAuuccttiioonn  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx    
&&  IInnssuurraannccee  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

RReegguullaarr  GGeenneerraall    
&&  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  AAuuccttiioonnss  

Contact your local  
Borders representative 

FFrraannkk  FFoorrrreesstt  oonn  0077880033  222288000000   
for an appointment no-obligation home visit 

wwwwww..tthhoommssoonnrrooddddiicckk..ccoomm  

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES
Wine Bar & Bistro

• Stone fired pizza
• Italian favourites
• Traditional Scottish dishes
• Families welcome
• Function space available
Find us down the lane between the Church and 
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

The Mainstreet Trading CompanyBooks , Cafe , Deli & Home

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY 
ST BOSWELLS, TD6 0AT   01835 824 08701835 824 087

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND

SMALL TOWN CAFE' ”

B.B.F.
16 -1 9  
June
2022 

@mainstreethare    mainstreethare     mainstreetbooks.mainstreetbooks.co.ukco.uk      

-  NEIL GAIMAN
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www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

Offers:
Chiropractic • Remedial Massage • Podiatry

Chiropody • Cranio Sacral

Tel: 01835 823645
Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Grant Lees
Established for 30 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 01896 757441

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

MATT-LOCKS
24 HOUR LOCK-OPENING
& REPLACEMENT SERVICE

LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FROM LOCKOUTS TO LOST KEYS
WE CAN HELP. KEYS ALSO CUT

Tel: 01835 869834
Fax: 01835 864388 

Unit 1 New Bongate Mill, Bongate
Jedburgh TD8 6DU

Email <sales@matt-locks.co.uk> 
Proprietor Chris Matthews

WHITE AUTOTEC
AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,

SERVICING AND REPAIRS
TOWBARS FITTED, BLUETOOTH

PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

PHONE GARY ON: 07900881309

garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

•Sales

•Repairs

•Hire

•Service

St Boswells Mowers

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 0HH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: Ian Hunter
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Grant Lees
Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST
148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels

Tel: 01896 753721
Evenings: 07896 500229


