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Welcome & News 

 

Call to worship: Send out your light and your truth to be my guide: let them 

lead me to your holy hill, to your dwelling place. Psalm 43: 3. 

 

Opening prayer: Grant O most merciful God, that your Church, being gathered 

by your Holy Spirit into one, may show forth your power among all peoples, to 

the glory of your name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: One God forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn 448: Lord, the light of your love 
Lord, the light of Your love (Shine, Jesus, shine) - YouTube 

 

1st thoughts: You have mail. 

To: saintsalive@dryburghdistrictchurches.org.uk 

From:  james@saintsabove.cloudnine.seventhheaven.co.eternity 

Greetings, my fellow followers of Jesus Christ. 

I realised that you would be using a reading from a letter I wrote many years 

ago, in your service and I wanted to send you a few words. It was written to the 

fledgling church of my brother Jesus. Most of the people were Jewish 

Christians and I wanted to encourage them to live out lives of faith. I appealed 

to them to welcome and include all people who came seeking to belong to God’s 

family and to find support from fellow believers. 

In my letter, I spoke of faith, wisdom, riches and poverty, testing and trouble, 

pride and prejudice, patience and prayer. I wrote about these things because 

they were relevant to life in the 1st century -and BEHOLD they are relevant 

today, in the 21st Century too. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4
mailto:alive@dryburghdistrictchurches.org.uk
mailto:james@saitsabove.cloudnine.seventhheaven.co.eternity
mailto:james@saitsabove.cloudnine.seventhheaven.co.eternity
mailto:james@saitsabove.cloudnine.seventhheaven.co.eternity


I hope my writings are of use to you as you worship together and if you don’t 

mind; I’d like to quote from 5:16 “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective,” 

May this Lord’s Day, bring you all the blessings of Our Magnificent God, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit and may you live to the glory of God every day. 

In love; I close. 

Yours in Christ, 

James. 

 

Prayers: Timeless God, Creator of the universe, you alone sustain the space our 

world inhabits; you alone are worthy of the gladness and praise of our lives. You 

exist in ways we cannot imagine and dwell in splendour we feebly name as your 

glory. The light of your presence accompanies us and the goodness of your ways 

surrounds us. You approach us in humility and weakness, willing to be 

misunderstood or ignored for the sake of love. We adore the mystery that 

combines the unspoken and the uttered, the eternal with the momentary, the 

universal with the particular, for through the paradox we experience your 

holiness. To you belongs all the welcome and delight of our hearts, for you are 

the pleasure and meaning of our lives. We open ourselves in gladness and 

commitment to your love and service. We worship and adore you. 

Yet in our daily living, we fall into sin, in our thoughts, words and deeds and we 

are sorry for the damage we do to those around us, and the hurt we bring to 

you, We ask that we may find contrition and confession of all our wrong doings, 

forgiven by you in your loving kindness and ask that we may be washed clean and 

made new to follow your ways and to worship you and serve your creation, we 

ask it in Jesus’ name and say…. 

Together......Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors and led us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever, Amen. 

 

1st Reading Psalm 124 

 

 



Hymn 599: Holy Spirit, hear us 
Holy Spirit Hear Us - YouTube 

 

Readings: James 5: 13-20 

  Mark 9: 38-50 

 

Hymn 616: There’s a spirit in the air vs:1-2 & 4-5 & 7 
There's a Spirit in the air - YouTube 

 

Reflection:  Almighty God, we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit; as we 

come to this time of reflecting on you word and seeking the means to live our 

lives as you would have us. Speak to us that we may know you, and love and serve 

you as our living God. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

I’m starting with our gospel reading, which speaks of lessons for Jesus’ 

disciples. They had a lot to learn. Mark, reports the disciples, being shocked at 

non group members, expelling demons from people in Jesus’ name. And Jesus 

replies in his frequently disturbing fashion; saying those who do good in my 

name are not enemies, but friends. Even the smallest gesture of support is 

valued, so don’t get between that and God. He continues talking about not 

allowing anything to disrupt belief in grisly terms. The final two verses in the 

Message, summarise his message clearly. “Everyone’s going through a refining 

fire sooner or later, but you will be well-preserved from the eternal flames. Be 

preservatives yourselves. Preserve the peace.” I’d like to think we could at least 

try to follow this advice. This story is also in Matthew 18, as Jesus speaks to 

his disciples of the New Kingdom that is coming. We hear again about putting 

others before self. Of taking responsibility for those less able to be self 

caring. We’re reminded that any wrong doing matters and must be challenged, 

and every effort must be made to put the defaulter right. Unlimited 

forgiveness is expected from those who have themselves received God’s 

limitless forgiveness themselves. 

At this point we are lead towards the reading from James 5:13-20; a message 

of the power of patience and prayer. We are urged to wait patiently for the 

coming of Christ, just as farmers wait for their crops to grow and ripen and the 

suffering wait patiently for relief. James queries what the people’s problems 

are and encourages the whole church to confess their sins and to pray in the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fw7pyYPzOQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNwfljTraFU


power of the Holy Spirit for each other to find healing and forgiveness. And I 

just love his final words, again reading from the Message. “My dear friends, if 

you know people  who have wandered from God’s truth, don’t write them off. Go 

after them. Get them back and you will have rescued precious lives from 

destruction and prevented an epidemic of wandering away from God.” 

This raises a question. Can we rely on God to rescue us? So we move on to Psalm 

124, where we see God, the Rescuer. The writer asks: “If God had not been on 

our side..” The consequences are unthinkable. For without God’s help the nation 

could not have survived the onslaught of their enemies. The credit is God’s 

alone. And it happened many times in the nations history. So Yes we can rely on 

God’s intervention. 

But how does that work for us? As I thought and prayed, I was drawn to the 

role of the Holy Spirit:- One with God, Father and Son, actively at work in the 

world, particularly though God’s people. I looked at the Book of Acts in the 

concordance; and found a font of inspiration and knowledge. 

God in a person; for the Spirit is not some abstract power, but a person who 

does what only a person can do. He speaks, he enables others to speak, he bears 

witness, sends out Christian workers, and forbids certain courses of action; he 

appoints people to serve the church. He is linked with us and at the same time 

is one with and equal to God. The Spirit continues the work of Jesus after his 

ascension. 

The church was initiated at Pentecost, when wind and flames, OT symbols of 

deity and Tongues; the ability to speak in other languages were bestowed, a sign 

of the spread of the church’s ultimate universality. The faith to every language, 

creed, colour and race in the world. The Spirit units all people’s, Jew and 

Gentile, rich and poor, young and old, male and female, slave and free. The 

Spirits message is of inclusion and acceptance. The Spirit is the power behind 

the church’s witness. Given to empower men and women to share the gospel and 

to work to expand and develop the faith of Christ. I love this quote. “The Holy 

Spirit in his fullness gives people power to reveal Christ, both by lip and life.” 

The Spirit of God was and is, concerned with the inner life of the church, in 

every place, strengthening, encouraging and enabling the church to grow. 

Through the Spirit, leaders are appointed, decisions made and the work of and 

for the kingdom takes place. We are all part of that work. 



Finally, I return to our opening words, reading from the Message, “Give me your 

lantern and compass, give me a map, so I can find my way to the sacred 

mountain, to the place of your presence, to enter the place of worship; to meet 

my exuberant God. Sing my thanks with a harp, magnificent God, my God.” All 

this in the company of the Holy Spirit. 

Please join me in prayer. We call upon the living God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit to flow through us, out into the world. To right what is wrong and 

encourage what is good, kind and holy, so that your kingdom may come on earth 

as it is in heaven. Amen. 

 

Hymn 519: Love, divine, all, loves excelling 
Love Divine All Loves Excelling - YouTube 

 

Prayers: Lord our God, on the way of goodness, if we stumble, lift us up; on the 

way of holiness, if we stray bring us back; on the way of kindness, if we 

toughen, soften our hearts; that we may draw them to you and your saving 

power, by our words and our example, only by the grace of Jesus our Saviour. 

Strengthen, O Lord, your church in its care for the needy, We pray for all 

healers and healing communities, for spiritual guides and counsellors and for 

those, who’s Christian faith has lead them to work in any and all forms of health 

and care settings, using their skills to heal, body, mind and spirit.  We 

remember all who come for forgiveness, hope and comfort; for those of deep 

faith, for seekers and for those who are lost and searching for God. We as the 

Church, commit ourselves to your saving power and as servants of all in your 

kingdom. 

We pray for all, who are seeking to reclaim and restore spoiled areas. We pray 

for the COP meetings that will soon be taking place, that the talking may be 

translated into work to save our world, its habitats, its wild life and its people. 

Give hope to all who live in slums, areas of depravation and poor housing; all 

whose land is exhausted and whose labour is frustrated. Bless all who are caring 

and seeking to re-house refugees. We pray for all those who are seeking 

political asylum and those desperately fleeing from violence, to a better place. 

Lord, teach us to be open and generous in all our dealings. May we dedicate 

ourselves to the service of others and to you. In so doing, we would dedicate 

our offerings of money, talents, skills and gifts to you and for the church and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGGcqhKShQ8


the people of our world, in Jesus’ name. Bless the neighbourhoods in which we 

live, the places where we work and the locations where we spend our leisure 

time. We pray for our families and friends and offer thanks for all they mean 

to us and do for us. 

Lord, of all power, support all those whose strength has gone, the totally 

exhausted, the world weary, all who feel dried up; we think of those who cannot 

cope on their own. We remember those who suffer from malnutrition, from 

hunger and thirst. We pray for food-banks and the work they do. We remember 

our schools and colleges locally, their pupils and staff and the supporting work 

they do to ensure children and young people are in a good place to benefit from 

their educational prospects 

We remember those known to us who are unwell in body, mind or spirit. Our 

minister Sheila and others we name in this silence…………. 

Loving God, bring healing to all those in need and comfort and support to help 

them and their cares manage in difficult situations. 

We give praise and glory, that the victory that is ours in Jesus Christ, for the 

promise of joy and peace in your eternal kingdom. We pray for our loved ones 

departed and all those who have died alone and without family and friends to 

mark their passing. Our help is in the Name of the Lord, the maker of heaven 

and earth and we lift up our prayers in his name. Amen. 

 

Hymn 739: The Church’s one foundation 
The church's one foundation - YouTube 

 

Peace: Accept the peace that God gives, share the peace with others. Live in 

peace, the peace that only God can give. The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

 

and blessing: To the Mighty God, who is able to keep you from falling, to the 

Saving Christ, who upholds all that are downcast, to the powerful Spirit who 

restores life, to our loving and life-giving God; be all glory and praise and the 

blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, go with us from this place and 

remain with us, with those we love and those we find it difficult to love, this 

day and for ever more.   Amen, amen, amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jotNbcFelX4

