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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE
Minister	 Rev Sheila W Moir, The Manse, Strae Brigs, St Boswells TD6 0DH
	 Tel: 01835 822255   E-mail: SMoir@churchofscotland.org.uk

Website	 www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
	 Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

	 https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
	 Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks	 Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
	 TD6 0QW  Tel: 01835 823457  E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer	 Mr Brian Evans, Alderwood, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AP
	 Tel: 01835 823031

Gift Aid Treasurer	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the March – May 2025 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 31 January 2025 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.

HELLO FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends

It is, I think, hard to believe that I am sitting at my desk 
today, writing an article for our December to February 
newsletter. What a quick year it has been. As the saying 
goes, every day is a school day. 

I learnt a new word recently – ‘A Chreaster’. I had never 
heard of it, but seemingly it is a slang term for people who 
only attend Church at Christmas and Easter. Why am I 
telling you about this? Well a colleague drew my attention 
to the word when they were talking about a new item on 
sale in a supermarket this year – ‘Chreaster Eggs’. They 
are hollow chocolate eggs with a Christmas theme: The 
gingerbread man and Parker the Penguin, meaning that 
you get two festivals rolled into one!

I don’t know what you think about these little cute eggs, I did have to track them down 
so that I could have a picture to show you. Apart from being cute and that they are 
chocolate, what do they have to do with the Christmas story that we all know and love so 
well from the Bible and from being in Church at Christmas?

For me and reflecting on the meaning of Christmas, I felt 
rather sad that a hollow empty egg could express the 
joy of Christmas, the birth of Jesus, born in that little 
town in Judea where angels sang and pronounced the birth 
to shepherds who then went to find the new-born King, 
and to the travellers from afar who brought gifts. These 
gifts were not hollow, and the manger was not empty. It 
contained a baby who was God’s son.

But of course, they are connected, for if we think of Easter, the hollow egg is a symbol 
of the empty tomb, Jesus was not there, he had risen. So, this got me thinking about 
just how interconnected Christmas and Easter are.

The birth gave hope in a world that was full of darkness, and at Easter Jesus gave his 
life for the salvation of all, sins forgiven. 

The time between these two celebrations is of course just as important to all who are 
Christians. Meeting in fellowship on a weekly basis, praising and giving thanks to God 
who loves us is important, for as his children we matter to him.

Whether you are a ‘Chreaster’ or someone who is in Church on a weekly basis, all are 
welcome, as our banners in front of Newtown and St Boswells Churches say: ‘We are 
here for you’. And just to give you advance notice - Easter Sunday in 2025 is on the 
20th April.

Christmas Blessings and a Hope-filled New Year. 
Shalom, Rev Sheila

BORDERS MINISTER ANNOUNCED
AS MODERATOR-DESIGNATE FOR 2025

The next Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland has pledged to bring ‘my faith, 
my hope, my passions and my enthusiasm’ to the 
role. The Rev Rosie Frew, Minister of Bowden and 
Melrose Parish Church will become Moderator at 
May’s General Assembly. She said: “It is incredibly 
humbling that other people see in you the qualities 
and experience that they think a Moderator should 
have. A very small number of people knew I was 
going forward for interviews and they all said the 
same thing: You have got to be yourself.” That’s what 
I will bring to the job: I am bringing myself and my 
faith, my hope, my passions and my enthusiasm.

Congratulations and best wishes to Rosie from Dryburgh District Churches.
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HOLIDAY DATES
Worship on Wednesday

Last 4 December
Restart 5 February

Choir
Last 11 December
Restart 15 January

Craft Group
Last 11 December
Restart 8 January
Messy Church

Last 13 December
Restart 10 January

Tea & Chat
Last 16 December
Restart 6 January

Lunch Club
Last 20 December
Restart 17 January
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HELP PLEASE!
Thank you to all the volunteers 

who keep the Lunch Club
Teams going.

Would you like to help in some 
way? …… serving at tables, soup

or sandwich making, dish washing.

The Lunch Club is open on first and 
third Fridays of each month, with 
three teams rotating, which means 

a commitment approximately 
every 6 weeks.

If you would like more information 
please contact Marilyn:

01835 823070 or 07484 364387

 

MUSICAL MEMORIES
for people living with Dementia

and their partners or carers
Langlee Community Centre Galashiels

from 10.30-12.00
2nd and 4th

Fridays of the month
in the Blue Room

We offer fun, lively sessions
of singing  in a relaxed,
friendly atmosphere.

If you care for someone
with dementia this
is for both of you.

Join us and give it a try!
Contact Prue Pullen

email: pruepullen@hotmail.com
mobile: 07806 619989

Post Office at SBC HQ
is now closed and a

mobile van is parked up in
the headquarters car park! 

Opening Hours:
Monday: 3.15 - 4.15pm

Tuesday & Wednesday: closed
Thursday: 3.15 - 4.15pm
Friday: 2.30 - 4.30pm
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Thank you to the children (and their teachers!) in Newtown and St Boswells Primary Schools for the pictures which enhance the front of this Newsletter and the 
Christmas card you should have received with it. Runners-up pictures will be printed on weekly intimations sheets during December and at the Christingle service. 

Primary 7 pupils were asked for a ‘Winter’ picture for the front of the Newsletter in colour. It was very hard to choose between the winning cover picture and 
runners-up below. This year it was the turn of Primaries 4-6 to draw the pictures for the cards in black and white, which are shown here. Which one have you 
received? Aren’t they all lovely. Again, it was so hard for the judges to choose.

Erin, P7 St Boswells

Mia, P7 Newtown

COVER

RESERVE

COVER RUNNERS-UP

Emily, P7 St Boswells

Leah, P7 Newtown

Max, P7 Newtown

Poppy, P7 St Boswells

Amy, P6 St Boswells

Ruby, P6 St Boswells Alana, P4 St Boswells

Ellie, P3 Newtown

Maisie W, P5 NewtownJoseph, P6 Newtown
Magnus, P4 St Boswells

Scott, P5 St Boswells

Shrinidhi, P5 St BoswellsMacey, P4 Newtown

Taylor, P6 Newtown

Jack, P6 St Boswells
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THE ENGLISH CHURCH, ZERMATT
Whilst on holiday in Zermatt in June this year, 
I climbed a lot of steep steps to visit St Peter’s 
Church and it was well worth the effort! It 
is the church for Zermatt’s English-speaking 
residents and visitors. Volunteer chaplains 
are ‘seasonal’, normally spending two weeks 
there. It opened in June 1870, with seats 
for over 150 people. Each pew contains an 
English language bible. I was disappointed 
not to be there on a Sunday for worship, but 
enjoyed my visit in the peace and cool of this 
lovely building (it was a very hot day!).

Lucy Smith

THE SOLDIERS’ AND AVIATORS’ SCRIPTURE 
READERS ASSOCIATION (SASRA)
I would like to recommend the work of SASRA. I watched a meeting 
they held in Edinburgh and was very impressed by their work.

SASRA provides the serving personnel of the British Army and Royal 
Air Force with a practical and constant experience of the Christian 
faith. sasra.org.uk

The people of SASRA are all believing Christians and ex-Forces, 
called into the work in order that the serving personnel of the 
British Army and Royal Air Force all hear the gospel during their 
time of service. Working alongside the Chaplaincy, their Scripture Readers work to introduce 
soldiers and air force personnel to a practical experience of the Christian faith by living 
alongside and working alongside them “behind the wire”.

Jackie Jones

OUR FLOWER MINISTRY
We all appreciate the lovely flowers arrangements which enhance our weekly worship in 
Newtown and St Boswells Churches. After the service they are gifted to someone in the 

community (not necessarily a church member) whom we wish to support –
perhaps following a bereavement, a birth, illness, a special birthday etc.

If you know of someone who might appreciate some flowers, please contact Rev Sheila. 
Monetary contributions towards the cost of these flowers are always welcome.

You may arrange them yourself or someone else will do this for you.

Please contact our Flower Conveners:
Newtown – Carol Hunter;  St Boswells – Mary Sargent (824261).

St Boswells Church Flower Rota: please sign up for a Sunday when worship
is held in St Boswells. The rota is on the wall in the Church vestibule.

Dryburgh District Churches

Coffee Morning
Community Wing, Newtown
Saturday 8 February 
10am

Usual Stalls:
Raffle

Home Baking
Books and Jigsaws

Bric-a-Brac

Donations appreciated

Entry £2
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THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR
The makers of the Real Advent calendar have appealed to 
supporters to be ‘champions’ of the 2024 version. The meaningful 
Chocolate Company doesn’t have a large marketing budget and 
relies of people spreading the word. It was first produced in 2013 
and aims to keep the story of Jesus’ birth at the heart of Christmas. 

It includes Fairtrade chocolate treats, a 24 page Christmas 
story activity book telling the story of Christmas and activities 
and challenges for children. 

Money raised from sales of the calendar will help provide care 
and support for mothers and new babies in African villages 
supported by the Funzi and Bodo trust.

The calendar costs £5.50.
Order from www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk

BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL

THANK YOU to everyone who supported 
the appeal. 31 filled shoeboxes, together 
with 3 boxes of box fillers and hand 
knitted goods were donated.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 2024

The local school children’s donations of non-perishable food were much appreciated by our 
local foodbanks; plants and flowers were distributed in the parish. Cash donations totaling £215 
were forwarded to our harvest charity, RSABI (Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent Institute).

Every gift we receive is used to enhance and enrich the lives of people in Scotland who are 
going through tough or troubling times. You can have faith that your money will be spent 
where it is needed most.  

• £5 could help fund a week’s supply of tea and coffee at one of our counselling centres.  

• £10 could buy a cooking pot and utensils to use over an outdoor campfire for outdoor
	 learning fun.  

• £25 could allow a child affected by their parent’s substance misuse to take part in activities
	 to build self-esteem and confidence. 

• £50 could cover the cost of a 1-hour counselling session for someone at rock bottom who 
	 doesn’t have the means to pay for the support they need.

• £100 enables a new mum to leave her baby safe in the hands of our trained creche workers 
	 while she has her counselling sessions.

• £500 enables someone in recovery from addiction to access the counselling support they 
	 need to succeed. 

Donating to CrossReach
literally changes and saves lives.  
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
10 NOVEMBER 2024

Thank you to those who decorated our churches 
inside and out during November.

Acts of Remembrance were held at our War Memorials 
on Sunday 10 November: St Boswells at 10.30am and 
Newtown at 1.30pm; and on Monday 11 November 
at St Boswells, led by Primary 7 children at 11am. 
Hospitality in Newtown Community Wing followed 
the Act of Remembrance, with entertainment from 
the ‘Come and Sing’ Choir.

The retiring Offering following morning worship on 
10 November in St Boswells amounted to £87.50 
which was donated to Poppy Scotland. Please visit 
our website: www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org 
for more pictures.

DRYBURGH ABBEY POPPY DISPLAY
Did you visit Dryburgh Abbey 
in November and admire 
the wonderful display of 
poppies made by local school 
children? Over 1,000 pupils 
participated in workshops run 
by the Dryburgh Abbey team 
to turn recycled plastic bottles 

into more than 1,300 beautiful poppies, which have been 
spread out across the Abbey’s wildflower meadow.

GLIMPSES OF GLORY
‘The heavens declare the Glory of GOD

and the firmament shows forth HIS handiwork.’
Psalm 19 v1

Glory is all around us and cannot help but burst out even in our ailing world. 
Autumn is here. The leaves on the trees have been fed by the summer sunlight 
and they bring to our hungry eyes an autumn harvest of luminous colour. To 
those with eyes to see the Creator’s Hand is everywhere in evidence – there in the 
dappled sunlight, the untamed sea, majestic mountains, the beauty in the wild, 
and in the cultivated; and in earth’s remotest places which human eyes have not 
yet seen, the beauty there stands testament to the Creator’s Hand. It’s there in a 
flower, a snowflake, in the face of a child.

The Psalmist tells us: ‘The heavens declare the Glory of GOD and the firmament 
shows forth HIS handiwork.’ All around us day by day, mostly invisible to our 
eyes, are angels from the realms of Glory; ministering spirits (Hebrews 1 v4) sent 
by GOD from Glory to help, guide and protect HIS people. They carry out HIS 
purposes on earth. Some believers were given – and possibly today still are given 
- special glimpses of Glory, such as Peter, James, and John; who were invited to be 
present at CHRIST’S Transfiguration.

Stephen, a young man of the first century from Jerusalem, was stoned to death 
because he believed in JESUS CHRIST and followed HIM. As he lay dying, prayed 
for forgiveness for those who were stoning him. He then told them what he saw 
– ‘Look, I see the Heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of GOD.’ Acts 7 v56.

When GOD sent HIS only SON JESUS to this earth, the Glory of HIS Presence 
remained with us for thirty-three years. He began HIS life on earth in a stable. He 
lived a life of purity, goodness and love, fulfilling all HIS FATHER’S will, even to 
death on a cross. GOD raised HIM to life. HE had defeated sin, death, hell and 
Satan, bringing to us through HIS work of redemption, the Gifts of forgiveness and 
new life. The place of prayer is holy.

GOD invites anyone who will, to come and kneel in their hearts before HIM in 
HIS SON’S Name. Until CHRIST’S return, this glorious invitation is open to all. The 
Greatest Gift.

‘To GOD be the glory, great things HE has done.
So loved HE the world, that HE gave us HIS SON…’ 

CH4 no 512 – Fanny Crosby
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www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

Offers:
Chiropractic • Remedial Massage • Podiatry

Chiropody • Cranio Sacral

Tel: 01835 823645
Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Grant Lees
Established for 30 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 01896 757441

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

MATT-LOCKS
24 HOUR LOCK-OPENING
& REPLACEMENT SERVICE

LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FROM LOCKOUTS TO LOST KEYS
WE CAN HELP. KEYS ALSO CUT

Tel: 01835 869834
Fax: 01835 864388 

Unit 1 New Bongate Mill, Bongate
Jedburgh TD8 6DU

Email <sales@matt-locks.co.uk> 
Proprietor Chris Matthews

WHITE AUTOTEC
AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,

SERVICING AND REPAIRS
TOWBARS FITTED, BLUETOOTH

PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

PHONE GARY ON: 07900881309

garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

•Sales

•Repairs

•Hire

•Service

St Boswells Mowers

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 0HH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: Ian Hunter
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Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES
Wine Bar & Bistro

• Stone fired pizza
• Italian favourites
• Traditional Scottish dishes
• Families welcome
• Function space available
Find us down the lane between the Church and 
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

Meetings: Church Hall, St Boswells
Thursdays at 7.30pm

December 19December 19thth

January 16January 16thth

February 20February 20thth

Grant Lees
Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST
148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels

Tel: 01896 753721
Evenings: 07896 500229

Handmade Wax melts with 
strong quality oils.

Various glass and ceramic
wax and oil burners.

Wide selection of bath
bombs to suit all ages.

Soap sponges and shower
steamers.

Available to order through 

Facebook, Instagram or Messenger 
Karen.mcilroy@aol.co.uk

07817 912874

Based in Newtown

1818

CAR BOOT SALE
Melrose Rotary Club are holding a Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 12th August on 

St Boswells Village Green 
from 8am to Ipm.   

Cars £7, Vans/Cars+Trailers £10,
Vans+Trailers £12.

If you have any items to sell, or you’re
looking for that elusive bargain, do

come along and try your luck!

Any enquiries: please phone Sylvia
Grundy on 01835 823432

 

Dementia Awareness Week

Coffee Morning
St Boswells Church Hall

Saturday 9th June from 10.00am

Plants • Books • Home Baking  – donations for stalls very welcome

DEMENTIA FRIENDS AWARENESS SESSION

Extend
Exercise Class

for the over 60’s
Tuesdays 9.15–10.15 am

St Boswells Church Hall
in school term time

For more information call
Amanda 07712 587 516.
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St Boswells SWI is a group of like-minded 
ladies, who meet once a month

for demonstrations, crafts and talks.
Please come along and join us

at 7.30pm in St Boswells Village Hall.

December – Christmas Meal
January, Tuesday 14 –

Greg Robertson: “Boys Brigade”
February, Wednesday 12 –
Kirsty Robb: “Corn Dollies”

Contact:
Marilyn: 01835 823070; 07484 384387

AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.

UNIT 1  
NEW BONGATE MILL             
BONGATE             
JEDBURGH 
TD8 6DU 
 

                        PHONE : 01835 869834 
                                                                                                              EMAIL : sales@matt-locks.co.uk  

              www.matt-locks.co.uk       

 
 

LOCKSMITH SERVICES 
From lockouts to lost keys
Locks supplied and fitted

House and Car Keys cut

We can help!
Tel: 01835 869834

30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG
Email:  sales@matt-locks.co.uk

www.matt-locks.co.uk

MAS
SA

GE THERAPY
MAS

SA

GE THERAPY

Angela Secretan
MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105
07733 324808

angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

The Mainstreet Trading CompanyBooks , Cafe , Deli & Home

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY 
ST BOSWELLS, TD6 0AT   01835 824 08701835 824 087

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND

SMALL TOWN CAFE' ”

B.B.F.
16 -1 9  
June
2022 

@mainstreethare    mainstreethare     mainstreetbooks.mainstreetbooks.co.ukco.uk      

-  NEIL GAIMAN
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Carnethie Street   Rosewell 
Edinburgh   EH22 9AL 

Irongray Road 
Dumfries   DG2 0JE 

Marconi Road  Burgh Road Estate 
Carlisle   CA2 7NA 

22 Smith Street 
Ayr   KA7 1TF  

FFrreeee  AAuuccttiioonn  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx    
&&  IInnssuurraannccee  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

RReegguullaarr  GGeenneerraall    
&&  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  AAuuccttiioonnss  

Contact your local  
Borders representative 

FFrraannkk  FFoorrrreesstt  oonn  0077880033  222288000000   
for an appointment no-obligation home visit 

wwwwww..tthhoommssoonnrrooddddiicckk..ccoomm  

Design • Print • Deliver

Design • Print • Deliver

info@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.uk
Riverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EE

01835 862667

One stop service for all 
your design & printing 
requirements

Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Offers:
Chiropractic  Podiatry

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645

Old Post Office
Newsagents

Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point

Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com

ExtendExtend
Exercise ClassExercise Class

for the Over 60sfor the Over 60s
St Boswells Village Hall – Tuesdays 1.45-2.45pm

Classes run in school term time
Classes will now run in 6 week blocks

£36 payable in advance
For more information call 
Amanda 07712 587 516


