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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE
Interim Moderator	 Rev Mike Taylor   Tel: 07479 985075   E-mail: godsborders@gmail.com

Website	 www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
	 Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

	 https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
	 Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks	 Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
	 TD6 0QW  Tel: 01835 823457  E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer	 Mr Brian Evans, Alderwood, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AP
	 Tel: 01835 823031

Gift Aid Treasurer	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the March – May 2026 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 30 January 2026 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.

HELLO FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR
Dear Friends

A few weeks ago, our Presbytery Clerk emailed 
to ask if I would serve as the Interim Moderator 
for Dryburgh District Churches, and so far, I am 
delighted that I said yes. 

As a very potted introduction: I was born in South 
Africa. My early career started as a foundry 
patternmaker and then concluded as a project 
manager. In 2005 I started as a probationer 
minister and I was ordained in January 2006. In 
December 2014, with my wife, and our two teenage 
children, we moved to Scotland. We started in 
Edinburgh, and in late 2018 we moved to Chirnside 
where I serve as the minister of Whiteadder 
Parish Church. 

As Interim Moderator I am a stand-in until you 
call your new minister. As such, I work with your 
Kirk Session to continue to provide leadership. My 
second role is to walk with you as we consider the future ministry for Dryburgh 
District Churches, and to help bring that to fruition.

Our starting premise for this process, based on research, is that everyone thrives 
best when the minister, Session and congregation are well matched to each other. 
A good match means shared opinions on key values and beliefs, and complementary 
diversity in skills and experience. 

In broad strokes, Session will consider who we are as a congregation and as a parish, 
and write a profile to express that honestly. We will also consider what gifts, skills, 
and interests a minister would have if they are to match with us, and thrive in the 
mission and ministry of Dryburgh District Churches. The congregation then appoints a 
Nominating Committee to find that minister, to test the match and to nominate them. 
The congregation then meets the nominee, hears them preach and votes on whether 
this is the person we choose. 

When I first met the Kirk Session, the first question asked was ‘How long until we 
have a minister?’ Returning to our first premise, we are aiming at calling a minister 
who will fit well and thrive, and help you to thrive. Achieving that may take a little 
longer, and that delay is worth it.

On a practical note, if you have any questions, please contact the Session Clerks (Lucy 
and Winnie) as your first point of contact. I am also available, as are the members of 
the Presbytery appointed Vacancy Advisory Panel. 

Grace and peace. Rev Mike Taylor, Whiteadder Parish Church of Scotland

DRYBURGH DISTRICT CHURCHES
BUSINESS AS USUAL
Our minister has retired but our church life continues!
* Sunday Worship: 10.30am, Newtown & St Boswells Churches
* Pastoral Care: bereavement support, funerals, baptisms, weddings etc

please see contact details below

ST BOSWELLS CHURCH HALL
* Tea and Chat: Mondays, 2 - 4pm 
* Worship on Wednesday: first Wednesday in the month, 10am
* Craft Group: Wednesdays, 1 - 3.30pm
* Lunch Club: 1st and 3rd Fridays, 12noon - 1.30pm 
* Messy Church: 2nd and 4th Fridays, 12.45 - 2pm

Contacts: Joint Session Clerks:
Winnie Milligan: winnieandsandym@gmail.com; 01835 823457

Lucy Smith: lucyasmith49@gmail.com; 01835 822425
Website: www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
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WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY 

SWI
ST BOSWELLS

ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL
2nd Tuesday each month, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 9th December
Christmas Meal

Tuesday 13th January
Annual General Meeting
Susie Walker – Sweets

Tuesday 10th February
Angela Secretan – Rexflexology

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY DATES

Worship on Wednesday
Last 3 December • Restart 7 January

Choir 
Last 10 December • Restart 7 January

Craft Group
Last 10 December • Restart 7 January

Messy Church
Last 12 December • Restart 9 January

Tea and Chat
Last 15 December • Restart 5 January

Lunch Club
Last 19 December • Restart 16 January
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LETTER FROM SHEILA

Dear Friends of Dryburgh District Churches Parish
and former neighbours

It feels funny writing the above, but as I retired at the end 
of September and have now moved from the parish, a 
new era has begun.

I would like to thank you all from the bottom of my heart 
for the kind words, gifts and cards I received.

• Messy Church for their lovely farewell scrapbook of 
memories and poems

• St Boswells Primary School for their scrapbook of 
pictures and messages from all the children, and my 
farewell coffee and cake with the staff – making me feel 
very spoilt.

• All who made the last service so 
wonderful; for Greg and Sarah’s input 
– their calling to ministry and care for 
people will stand them in good stead 
as they continue going forward.

• The Royal British Legion Scotland 
“Founder’s Day Committee” who 
presented me with coins of thanks 
and flowers for my service to them – 
it was such a surprise.

• The ladies who put on such a feast for the buffet
lunch after the service which was enjoyed by
everyone who came along.

• John and Margaret Martin for the presentation
of the painting of one of Rosie and my favourite
places to walk along the Tweed.

Rev Sheila’s Farewell
On Sunday 28th September 2025,
after a thoughtful and stimulating
last service from Rev Sheila, our
congregation met for lunch in
St Boswells Church Hall for an
opportunity to say goodbye,
as she retired from our charge
at the end of the month.

• And the very generous monetary gift from you all which I have used to purchase 
something special for my ‘retirement’ home and a piece of jewellery as a personal 
reminder of you all and my time in the parish.

I was overawed by your generosity and good wishes for my retirement.

I was extremely blessed in my parish and ministry, being surrounded by so many 
people who supported me and were willing to help serve God in our mission to the 
community. I give thanks every day for the time we had. There were, I know, ups 
and downs, but the one thing we didn’t and should never lose sight of is that God 
has a plan for us all and when we follow his lead, good things happen.

My prayer for you all is that your new minister will 
continue to lead you and work with you in the next 
step of your journey in faith and work in the parish. 

Christmas Blessings and a hope-filled New Year and 
exciting new beginnings.

Shalom
Rev Sheila
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NEWTOWN COMMUNITY WING
WEEKLY EVENTS
Mondays – Food Larder: 4 - 6pm, open to all, no referral required. 
Tuesdays – Bumps, Babies and Toddler Group: 9 - 11.30am,
£3 per family (up to 4), includes snack and play
Wednesdays – Knit n Knatter: 1 - 3pm, £2, includes refreshments
Fridays 
Food Larder: 4 - 6pm
Warm Hub: 12.30 - 3pm, pop in for a cuppa and a blether
Various activities different weeks. Free for all ages.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 7th December, 8 am - 12noon: Christmas Car Boot Sale
Sunday 25th January, 8am - 12noon: Car Boot Sale
Sunday 22nd February, 8am - 12noon: Boot Sale

CONGRATULATIONS, REV SARAH
On the evening of Thursday 6 November 
we were privileged to join church and 
Presbytery members, along with friends 
and family of Sarah Cook, to witness her 
Ordination and Induction to Jedburgh 
and Oxnam Parish Church linked with Ale 
and Teviot.

Prayers, Scripture readings, wonderful 
Hymn singing, presentations and the 
Church of Scotland formalities of 
Narratives, Preambles, Questions and 
Answers – finally the Declaration of 
Sarah’s Induction. 

A welcome supper was enjoyed in the Hall.  
After cutting her congratulations cake, 
Sarah thanked all who had supported her 
during her journey to ministry.

Revs Sheila Moir & Sarah Cook

Thank you to P7 (and their teachers) of Newtown and St Boswells Primary 
Schools for their beautiful pictures of ‘Winter’, which were submitted for 
the cover of this Newsletter. Congratulations to Arthur, whose picture is 
the winner. Congratulations also to the runners-up below.
It was very hard to choose between them all.

Bradley, St Boswells Cian, Newtown

Eira, St BoswellsEliza, St Boswells

Francesca, St Boswells

Lewis, St Boswells

Liam, Newtown
Rocco, Newtown
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SHOEBOX APPEAL 
Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox for the 
Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal. We handed over 
25 filled shoeboxes together with two boxes of knitted 
goods and shoebox fillers, and monetary donations.

GRANNY’S OLD WOODEN BED
by Laura Ross
A fictional work spanning two timelines, alternating 
between a 1960 narrative featuring Iain, a boy visiting 
his grandparents in Burntisland and historical fiction 
chapters focused on the life of Neil, an orphaned 
swineherd living in the same area in the 13th and 14th 
centuries ……. buy the book and find out more!

£7.50 all proceeds in aid of church funds; available in 
our churches and from members.

Dryburgh District Churches
(Church of Scotland) SC010210

LOOKING FOR A NEW TREASURER
Our present treasurer comes to the end of his term at the end of this year –
just like politicians and American Presidents – one term of office is all that

is required, and longer if they wish!
Therefore, we are looking for someone to take over the role of treasurer.
Could you be that person? Or do you know someone else who might be 

interested? The Church accounts are computerised and our current treasurer
is willing to work with our new treasurer to hand over.

Experience in keeping accounts, the presentation of accounts and how OSCR 
(Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) works, would be advantageous.

For further information, please contact:
Lucy Smith, Joint Session Clerk and Gift Aid Treasurer

tel: 01835 822425 email:editornewsletter24@gmail.com

HARVEST THANKSGIVING OCTOBER 2025
Thank you  to those who decorated our churches so beautifully and to St Boswells’ 
school pupils (and their families) for the wonderful display of non-perishable foods 
which were donated to the Newtown Food Larder. Watch this space for Newtown 
School’s plan for donations.

Plants and flowers were distributed in the parish and cash donations totalling £125 
were donated to Farm Africa.

OUR FLOWER MINISTRY
The lovely displays of flowers which enhance our weekly worship in Newtown 
and St Boswells Churches are gifted after worship to someone in the community 
(not necessarily a church member) whom we wish to support – perhaps following a 
bereavement, a birth, illness, a special birthday etc.

If you know of someone who might appreciate some flowers, please contact 
Winnie Milligan or Lucy Smith. Monetary contributions towards the cost of these 
flowers are always welcome. You may arrange them yourself or someone else will 
do this for you.

Please contact our Flower Conveners:
Newtown: Carol Hunter; St Boswells: Mary Sargent (824261).
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PRAYER
‘Do not lay up treasure on earth...

but, lay up treasure in heaven.
For where your treasure is there will your heart be also.’  

Matthew 5: 19 - 21

It would have been a fine day on that mountainside when CHRIST JESUS sat down 
and began to teach HIS disciples and anyone else who would listen – including you and 
me – about the true meaning of love, about blessing and, in fact, about following HIM.

From that sermon, as we sit at HIS feet, we discover that laying up treasure in heaven 
involves love and forgiveness in our relationship with GOD and our fellow human beings.

We learn that the prayer (which we call The LORD’S prayer) is a model prayer and a 
daily prayer. We need HIS forgiveness and HIS enabling and HIS strength day by day 
(‘Give us this day…’).

When the apostle Peter questions CHRIST about forgiveness, saying ‘How often must 
I forgive, seven times?’ CHRIST answered ‘Not seven times but seventy times seven.’   
Matthew 18: 9

Forgiveness can at times seem impossible. The Apostle John reminds us in his first 
letter ‘HE (CHRIST) is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.’  1 John: 9

When we find it almost impossible to forgive another and we look to him in faith for 
strength to do this, HE will help us. What seems impossible to us is possible with GOD’S 
help by HIS SPIRIT. It is CHRIST who forgives sin for HE is the one who shed HIS blood 
for our sins and in doing so brought the mercy of forgiveness.

In great grace each time we ask we receive.  

It is from down here that we look up to grace and mercy; to THE ONE WHO alone can 
forgive us, cleanse us and enable us to grow in grace, because HE came down among us 
for that very purpose, in loving obedience to HIS FATHER’S will.

It was night time over two thousand years ago out on the hills around Bethlehem. Some 
shepherds were there looking after their sheep when suddenly a great light shone all 
around them and an angel appeared. The shepherds were very afraid, but the angel said:

‘Do not be afraid, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all the people! For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a SAVIOUR WHO is 
CHRIST THE LORD!’   Luke 2: 11

May you be richly blessed as you celebrate the first coming of JESUS THE CHRIST and 
look forward to HIS return.

Rev Winnie Munson

REMEMBRANCE 2025REMEMBRANCE 2025

St Boswells Church
St Boswells Church

Newtown Church
Newtown Church

St Boswells St Boswells 

War MemorialWar Memorial

St Boswells War Memorial
St Boswells War Memorial

Newtown War Memorial
Newtown War Memorial

Newtown School
Newtown School

Art Work in Art Work in 

Community Wing
Community Wing

NewtownNewtown
SchoolSchool
Act ofAct of
RemembranceRemembrance

St Boswells School
St Boswells School

Act of Remembrance
Act of Remembrance

Thank you to those who donated £156 to the retiring offeringThank you to those who donated £156 to the retiring offering
in aid of Poppy Scotland, on Remembrance Sunday in St Boswells Church.in aid of Poppy Scotland, on Remembrance Sunday in St Boswells Church.
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AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician
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Your local auto electrician

AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.

Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Offers:
Chiropractic  Podiatry

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645

Old Post Office
Newsagents

Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point

Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com
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www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

Offers:
Chiropractic • Remedial Massage • Podiatry

Chiropody • Cranio Sacral

Tel: 01835 823645
Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Grant Lees
Established for 30 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 01896 757441

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

MATT-LOCKS
24 HOUR LOCK-OPENING
& REPLACEMENT SERVICE

LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FROM LOCKOUTS TO LOST KEYS
WE CAN HELP. KEYS ALSO CUT

Tel: 01835 869834
Fax: 01835 864388 

Unit 1 New Bongate Mill, Bongate
Jedburgh TD8 6DU

Email <sales@matt-locks.co.uk> 
Proprietor Chris Matthews

WHITE AUTOTEC
AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,

SERVICING AND REPAIRS
TOWBARS FITTED, BLUETOOTH

PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

PHONE GARY ON: 07900881309

garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

•Sales

•Repairs

•Hire

•Service

St Boswells Mowers

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 0HH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: Ian Hunter
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Grant Lees
Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST
148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels

Tel: 01896 753721
Evenings: 07896 500229

info@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.ukinfo@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.uk
Riverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EERiverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EE

01835 86266701835 862667

One stop service for all One stop service for all 
your your designdesign &  & printingprinting  
requirementsrequirements

Design • Print • Deliver
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CAR BOOT SALE
Melrose Rotary Club are holding a Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 12th August on 

St Boswells Village Green 
from 8am to Ipm.   

Cars £7, Vans/Cars+Trailers £10,
Vans+Trailers £12.

If you have any items to sell, or you’re
looking for that elusive bargain, do

come along and try your luck!

Any enquiries: please phone Sylvia
Grundy on 01835 823432

 

Dementia Awareness Week

Coffee Morning
St Boswells Church Hall

Saturday 9th June from 10.00am

Plants • Books • Home Baking  – donations for stalls very welcome

DEMENTIA FRIENDS AWARENESS SESSION

Extend
Exercise Class

for the over 60’s
Tuesdays 9.15–10.15 am

St Boswells Church Hall
in school term time

For more information call
Amanda 07712 587 516.
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BVAABVAA
St Boswells Church Hall – 7.30pm

December 18December 18thth

Vintage Tractor Talk  

January 15January 15thth

Talk by Mr Harrow on
Life and Times in the Potato Industry

February 19February 19thth

Photo Competition and Quiz
MAS

SA

GE THERAPY
MAS

SA

GE THERAPY

Angela Secretan
MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105
07733 324808

angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

UNIT 1  
NEW BONGATE MILL             
BONGATE             
JEDBURGH 
TD8 6DU 
 

                        PHONE : 01835 869834 
                                                                                                              EMAIL : sales@matt-locks.co.uk  

              www.matt-locks.co.uk       

 
 

LOCKSMITH SERVICES 

From lockouts to lost keys

Locks supplied and fitted

House and Car Keys cut

We can help!
Tel: 01835 869834

30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG

Email:  sales@matt-locks.co.uk
www.matt-locks.co.uk
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Carnethie Street   Rosewell 
Edinburgh   EH22 9AL 

Irongray Road 
Dumfries   DG2 0JE 

Marconi Road  Burgh Road Estate 
Carlisle   CA2 7NA 

22 Smith Street 
Ayr   KA7 1TF  

FFrreeee  AAuuccttiioonn  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx    
&&  IInnssuurraannccee  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

RReegguullaarr  GGeenneerraall    
&&  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  AAuuccttiioonnss  

Contact your local  
Borders representative 

FFrraannkk  FFoorrrreesstt  oonn  0077880033  222288000000   
for an appointment no-obligation home visit 

wwwwww..tthhoommssoonnrrooddddiicckk..ccoomm  

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords
comes into affect from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this
will affect you and what we can do to ensure you are compliant

and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Tel: 07831 531244  or  email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords comes into affect 
from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this will affect you and what we can do to 
ensure you are compliant and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation

Tel: 07831 531244 or email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES
Wine Bar & Bistro

• Stone fired pizza
• Italian favourites
• Traditional Scottish dishes
• Families welcome
• Function space available
Find us down the lane between the Church and 
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

The Mainstreet Trading CompanyBooks , Cafe , Deli & Home

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY 
ST BOSWELLS, TD6 0AT   01835 824 08701835 824 087

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND

SMALL TOWN CAFE' ”

B.B.F.
16 -1 9  
June
2022 

@mainstreethare    mainstreethare     mainstreetbooks.mainstreetbooks.co.ukco.uk      

-  NEIL GAIMAN


