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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE

Minister Rev Sheila W Moir, The Manse, Strae Brigs, St Boswells TD6 ODH
Tel: 01835 822255 E-mail: SMoir@churchofscotland.org.uk
Website www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org

Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

n ramuce | https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
Facebook
r Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
TD6 0QW Tel: 01835 823457 E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 OAT
Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer Mr Brian Evans, Alderwood, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 OAP
Tel: 01835 823031

Gift Aid Treasurer Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 OAT
Tel: 01835 822425
Please submit material for the December 2025 - February 2026 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 24 October 2025 at the latest.
St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

MESSAGE FROM LOTHIAN & BORDERS PRESBYTERY

Hello, my name is Norman Smith and | am Presbytery Clerk. My job is to support and
work with Church of Scotland congregations throughout the Lothian and Borders
region. Rather than hear rumours, this is an update on what will happen once Rev
Sheila Moir retires at the end of September.

Firstly, Presbytery wishes to publicly thank Sheila for a very faithful ministry over
many years. You will know better than we do how she has fulfilled her calling as
minister. We all wish her every blessing in her well-earned retirement.

At its meeting on 20th August the Vacancy Procedure Committee of Lothian and
Borders Presbytery gave permission to Dryburgh District Churches to begin the
process of finding Sheila’s successor. This is a long and complicated process so please
be patient and give the church time to find the right person. Somewhere out there
God has someone who will be the right fit here, we just need to find them. Please
keep Sheila, the congregation and community in your prayers.

God Bless.

Rev Norman Smith
Presbytery Clerk

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.
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FAREWELL FROM THE MANSE

Dear Friends

As summer gives way to autumn, I have realised that
this is my final newsletter article as your minister. I will
retire from Dryburgh District Churches at the end of
September and move from the manse - the end of an
era and a journey that began in November 2007 when
I came to the then Triple Linked Charge of Maxton &
Mertoun linked with Newtown linked with St Boswells,
to preach as sole nominee. I was then ordained and
inducted into the Charge on 18th January 2008.

During my ministry with you there have been beginnings
- new experiences, trials and errors, ups and downs,
many firsts, which have always taken me by surprise. It
is hard to know what was a beginning and then became
tradition and what’s ‘aye been’. So much has happened.
There have been times of sadness, frustration, but also
of happiness and joy.

I was reminded recently when speaking with someone that ministry is like a marriage,
and I couldn’t help reflecting on the passage that we often have at weddings from Ist
Corinthians, Chapter 13. The passage speaks about love and Paul tells his readers that
he is going to show them the most excellent way. He goes on to say that when we don’t
have love, we are no more than a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal; or we may have
the gift of prophecy and can fathom mysteries and be knowledgeable, have faith that can
move mountains, but without love we have nothing. We can give all we have away, but
without love we still have nothing.

For me the verses I think the most important and the ones on which I have strived to
base my ministry, are:

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,

it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the fruth.

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails.

These three remain: faith, hope and love.

But the greatest of these is love.”

At the end of the day - to give a little love, fo take a little love and be prepared to

forsake a little love in ministry and in life in general means that we can experience the
rich love that God wants for us all when love is at the centre.

As you prepare for a new minister and a new season in mission and service, I pray that
you will always know God’s love right at the heart of your lives, in every step you take.

So long, farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Adieu, Goodbye, I leave, I can retire, from this place
and home that I have loved.

Shalom, Rev Sheila
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WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY

Dirybarilh District Churchis
(The Chugch of Scotlapd] SC0102 10

Divytringh DHalric§ Ol b, (Chavh of Soollea) SO0 102 14
Al o loose end?
[ Looking for a bil of company?
Churches | - Everyone welcome fo pop in fo:
Open for 1
Visitors
Monday
Wiednesday

Friday
10am to dpm

I'ea and Chat
Arternoon
A,
_ ~,
loned for winrce / Tea, coffee, ",
' biscuits |
7 September 18 October “*-gﬁﬂﬁ in | and chal! |
St Boswells 10.30am Newtown 10.30am No charge! /
EoHee & h!p 281G fohet St B slls Cl R.'.-I-_Ii _Ili
14 September St Boswells 10.30am ’:, }:T'; ";r; e
N OWN 1u+3uam cﬂﬁeﬂ aﬂﬂr WDI"Shfp e very ivionday 0 4'1“\ |
S Noveitber S5t Boswells Church Contacl Lucy Smith for furlher info: 01 #5375 8224275
":4 53“2’2'39" Newtown 10.30am
SO .- WP 9 November
Afternocon Celebration Service St Boswells 10am SWI WW[]W RSH Ip
21 September NB EARLY TIME ST BOSWELLS ON WEDNESDAYS
Maxton 10.30am Remembrance Sunday ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL ‘ ‘
28 S b 16 November 2" Tuesday each month, 7.30 p.m. Midweek Service
eptember Newtown 10.30am Tuesday 9t September: 1st Wednesday in the Month
St Boswells 10.30am ; " P (e
Holy Communion 23 November it Church Hall, St Boswells
4 St Boswells 10.30am Competition: '
_g Dﬂtﬂh;r - o ndidedordbnl el by - Baked Apple / Favourite Brooch 10am
Newtown 10.30am 30 November Tuesday 14* October: A time of Praise, Prayer,
Ry Newtown 10.30am Pumpkin Decorating: Fiona Cameron Reflection
Harvest Thanksgiving 1st Advent Gorrmerten and Fellowship
Coffee after worship St Andrew’s Day Wooden Ornament / Leaf Collage in the middle of the week
i e an 2 Tuesday 11" November: 1)
12 October 7 December Life as a Midwife: Mavis Scully r- Followed by
St Boswells 1“'303_"‘ St Boswells 10.30am Competition: War Memorabilia / -t a cuppa - )
arves n vin i 3 Chocolate Chip Cookies and chat -
H t Thanksgiving Coffee after worship -
All daes and evenls above were correct al fime of prinfing (end August) j’\« Everyone Welcome
Please check websile and noliceboards in case of unexpected changes. 4 /SWI
4
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would like to join and cha
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Community Lunch Club

12noon - Fridays
1.30pm
5 September .
19 September R ; -
° for people living with Dementia
3 October and their partnersor carers
Adults £2 50 17 October 7
School child £1
hool 50p 7 November
Eyeryone 21 November

Foodbgny, WeIcO™® 5 December

For more information
please contact
Marilyn McCall:

01835 823070 or
07484 3B4367

CRAFT GROUP

Clwreh Hlall, S Boswells
Wednesdavs | - 3.30pm

Evervone welcome lo come and join us
IFirst visit free: thereatter S0 per week

Hawe: a chat and o coppa
[ vourr onwny crabh:
Koiltingg ** Crochel ** Eabrosdery
Kill making = Smwocking = Ouilting
Learm from ofhers

Share vour expaerlise!

i wasin wishy ivrthor infomoalion, please conlack
Baren: OF31 512 b 115

Messy Church Play

......... o as e like boocall it Titthe blessings®
2nad and b Fridays
Clhureh Flall
St Boswells of the month

_ Al Ages weleoge
1245-2pm oGk oF CHARGED

Plawgsiz By s womn Thaere:
Whal we do:

a children and heir parents/carers learm
abonnl the: Word of God in a fun, inforimal
aned inferachive way

= Snacks for evervone

& Songs

< Bibbe: reaadingg Boked fo fhe weeks thene
+ Urails

= Prayer of Ihanks lo God

Sarah Cook: OFH2S DT 4 for iore indoniealion

[Drytargh Disic] Charches (Church of Soolland) SO00002 10

ST BOSWELLS PARISH COMMUNITY
COUNCIL VILLAGE SURVEY

What would benefit
our village?

What project to tackle next?

We are looking for your
ideas - big or small - to
improve our village

Please either:

Complete our enline
survey via the GR code

Post your suggestions in the Ideas
Box in Teny's (The Old Pest Office)
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Join Us in Developing and Supporting
a Dementia Friendly Community

We welcome those with dementia, their carers and support network along with
all local residents and businesses to come and join us at the Newtown St
Boswells Community Wing to find out more about developing and supporting a
dementia friendly community, we also aim to host a range of engaging activities

In the Scottish Borders, Dementia not only affects over 2600 people with the
condition (expected to increase rapidly) but also affects their families and
friends, often having significant impacts on how they are able to live their lives.

Together, we are committed to making Newtown 5t Boswells a Dementia Friendly
Village — an inclusive community where people with dementia feel empowered
to pursue their aspirations with confidence, whilst fostering an environment of
understanding, respect, and support, ensuring that every individual can
participate fully and meaningfully in community life.

Meeting Schedule: Venue: Newtown Community Wing

All Meetings will be held on r
Thursdays from 10:00am to 12:30pm

+ 25th September 2025
= 16th October 2025

Further information regarding any
additional meetings or events will be
circulated.

Contact Us for More Information:

Tel: 01835 822099 | Email: enquiries@sbsec.org.uk

Dryburgh District Churches
(Church of Scotland) $C010210

LOOKING FOR A NEW TREASURER

Our present treasurer comes to the end of his term at the end of this year —
just like politicians and American Presidents — one term of office is all that
is required, and longer if they wish!

Therefore, we are looking for someone to take over the role of treasurer.
Could you be that person? Or do you know someone else who might be
interested? The Church accounts are computerised and our current treasurer
is willing to work with our new treasurer to hand over.

Experience in keeping accounts, the presentation of accounts and how OSCR
(Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) works, would be advantageous.

For further information, please contact:

Lucy Smith, Joint Session Clerk and Gift Aid Treasurer
tel: 01835 822425 email:editornewsletter24 @gmail.com




MAY - AUGUST IN OUR CHARGE

Thank you to everyone who supported our all events and fund raising which raised:
Church Plant Sale, £550; Christian Aid Appeal, £276; Body Parts Quiz, £61.

: £556 was raised by Lent
Pledges towards our
~| 4 Mission Fund, which

Knitting Strawberry Teas
A Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 July,

raised £310.

supported the.SKl!.LS TO Visitors enjoyed scrumptious
SHARE mornings in May Strawberry Teas and a selection
and June.

of home baking from the trolley.
Some of the skills learned:

Crochet

Jean’s 100"
Birthday Party
on 25th May in
the Church Hall

with all
her family
and friends.

Scottish Borders Council hosted
a commemorative service at
Newtown War Memorial on
Friday 15 August to mark the

80" anniversary of V) Day.
Royal British Legion

Scotland Founder‘s Day Service
in St Boswells Church on Sunday
22 June. The retiring offering
raised £226 in aid of Poppy
Scotland.

The service was led by Rev
Sheila Moir and representatives
and staff from the council joined
to pay their respects and took
part in the two minutes silence.




DRYBURGH DISTRICT CHURCHES
(CHURCH OF SCOTLAND) SC010210

SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMBER

NEWTOWN COMMUNITY WING
10AM

DONATIONS WELCOMED FOR:

RAFFLE & STALLS
CAKE & CANDY
BRIC-A-BRAC
JIGSAWS

BOOKS

Dryburgh District Churches (Church of Scotland) SC010210

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 2025

Newtown 5 October
St Boswells 12 October
10.30am

HARVEST GIFTS ARE INVITED:

CASH (OR CHEQUE
payable to Dryburgh
District Churches)
in an envelope marked
'Harvest Gift’,
will be donated to

** FARM AFRICA

Charity no. 326901

o
iy

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD

will be taken to local foodbanks

¢

foodbank
@

FLOWERS
will be distributed
around the parish

13
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At CrossReach we have been pioneering
the care of older people for decades, with
particular emphasis on dementia care. Older
age can bring changes to your way of life. It
doesn’t mean an end to your quality of life.

Remembrance Sunday

We believe that every life can be enhanced,

9 November 2025
and should be lived as fully as possible. St BDSWE“S Cth‘Ch
Quality of life means being part of a

community, maintaining your independence and focusing on the things you can do, WUT’E hlp 10ﬂm
not the things you can’t.

Please note earlier time

Retiring Offering in aid of
‘\a 8@;”13"}00({ SHOEBOX APPEAL Poppy Scotland (5€014096)

Every year, thousands of people pack shoeboxes
filled with love for children and adults in need. Now
it’s easier than ever to join in — from anywhere in
the world — to help disadvantaged people in Eastern
Europe and Africa..

This service will finish in time to allow those who wish,
to make their way to the War Memorial for

The Act of Remembrance at 11am
Leaflets will be available in our churches. To be
delivered for Christmas, filled boxes should be
handed in to any of our churches on or before
Sunday 19 October.

¥ i dede ke de ke

Newtown War Memorial
Act of Remembrance

GRANNY’S OLD WOODEN BED
by Laura Ross

A fictional work spanning two timelines, alternating
between a 1960 narrative featuring lain, a boy visiting
his grandparents in Burntisland and historical fiction
chapters focused on the life of Neil, an orphaned
swineherd living in the same area in the 13th and 14th
centuries ....... buy the book and find out more!

£7.50 all proceeds in aid of church fund; available in
our churches and from members.

14 15
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Chismas Bazaar

T

® Saturday 22 November
: | Oam

i Newtown Community Wing

e STALLS
wristmas giits, decorations efc
# Bric-a-Brac 7«
7 Home Baking 7
7 Raffle 7
#*Books & ligsaws
7# Competitions 7

«

ENTRY £3

(includes refreshments)
School children £ 1
Pre-school children free

FRESHMENTS

fea / coffee
s pie & shortbread

5 FOR STALLS
VELCOMED:

PRAYER

‘Be happy in your faith and pray without ceasing.’
1st Thessalonians 5 vv 16,17

The Apostle Paul was writing this letter to those who had become Christians in Thessalonica.
There was strong opposition to Christianity there and much persecution.

Paul writes to them in love, encouraging them to continue in their faith and their love.

While here in the west, in the 21st Century, there is not an obvious opposition to Christianity,
such as there is in some areas of the world today. In many places there is strong opposition
to faith in CHRIST and in some places Christians face persecution, imprisonment and even
death. The opposition for them is a living reality. Paul’s advice to be happy in our faith and
pray continually applies also to us.

Every Christian, in walking with CHRIST, lives in amazing grace through this relationship; déyn )

by day and moment by moment. We walk and talk with the Co-CREATOR, WHO is love,

WHO redeemed us, WHO calls us, WHO says, ‘Behold | stand at the door and knock; if any
man hears MY voice...l will come in...". Revelations 3 v 20

When CHRIST enters in, we begin to live in the light of HIS love and power. We become
‘family’. So Paul says ‘Be happy in your faith and pray continually’. Any one day holds endless
opportunities to give, to love and to pray.

As CHRIST walks with us day by day HE hears our daily conversations and knows our
thoughts. What is HE prompting us, by HIS SPIRIT, to do or say or give this day, in our unique
walk as HIS disciple, in following HIM?

May the grace and peace of The LORD JESUS CHRIST be with you.

Moment by moment I’'m kept in HIS love,
Moment by moment I've life from above;
Looking to JESUS till glory doth shine;
Moment by moment, O LORD, | am THINE.

Daniel \Webster Whittle (1840-1901).

Rev Winnie Munson

OUR FLOWER MINISTRY

The lovely displays of flowers which enhance our weekly worship in
Newtown and St Boswells Churches are gifted after worship to someone in
the community (not necessarily a church member) whom we wish to support
— perhaps following a bereavement, a birth, illness, a special birthday etc.

If you know of someone who might appreciate some flowers, please contact

g Winnie Milligan or Lucy Smith. Monetary contributions towards the cost

s'a . of these flowers are always welcome. You may arrange them yourself or
‘g\g someone else will do this for you. 2

Please contact our Flower Conveners:
Newtown: Carol Hunter; St Boswells: Mary Sargent (824261).
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BVAA

16" October
Guest Speaker
St Boswells Church Hall — 19:30
15t November
Ednam Ploughing Match
Crailing Hall — 9am start
2" November
BVAA Ploughing Match
Crailing Hall — 9am start
20™ November
AGM plus Guest Speaker
St Boswells Church Hall — 19:30

AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,
BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,

REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,
BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.
UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS
07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local aufo electrician

O}

STAMP
APPEAL
2024-2025

Firmly Planted

= collect your
stamps to support
Malawi project.

HOMW T OO TR BLUTTE:
wary bt Bl is vty ol our chvr e, B

6t Pomt Office, St
8 SLCumbart's Drive, 51 Bogvwols - SHF Bl

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND |
SMALL TOWN CAFE”

- NEIL GAIMAN o

I 2

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY

ST BOSWELLS, TD6 OAT 01835 824 087

w@mainstreethare @ mainstreethare mainstreetbooks.co.uk

Old Post Office

Newsagents
Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point
Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com

www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

S (RN A
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Offers: $
“\Chiropractic Podiatry,”
Chirgpody Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645

Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES

Wine Bar & Bistro

* Stone fired pizza

¢ |talian favourites

¢ Traditional Scottish dishes
* Families welcome

* Function space available

Find us down the lane between the Church and
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

@himm@r%

Hair Sdio
01835 82338383

* LADIES % GENTS %
« CHILDREN <

MAIN STREET
ST. BOSWELLS TDé OAP

Grant Lees

Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches
Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 07896 500229

St Boswells Mowers

®Sales

®Service

® Repairs
o Hire

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 OHH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: lan Hunter

{~ foote

Design © Print - Deliver

One stop service for all

your &
requirements

info@footeprint.co.uk www.footeprint.co.uk
Riverside Works. Edinburgh Road. Jedburgh TD8 6EE
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L— The Jewel In Your Finances

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords
comes into affect from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this
will affect you and what we can do to ensure you are compliant
and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Tel: 07831 531244 or email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

.
‘?%"’%MASO@ MATTLOCKS

LOCKSMITH SERVICES

/lngela Secretan

MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105

07733 324808
angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

Free Auction Valuations

Inheritance Tax
& Insurance Valuations

Regular General
& Specialist Auctions

Contact your local
Borders representative

Frank Forrest on 07803 228000

for an appointment no-obligation home visit

www.thomsonroddick.com

From lockouts to lost keys
Locks supplied and fitted
House and Car Keys cut
We can help!

Tel: 01835 869834
30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG

Email: sales@matt-locks.co.uk
www.matt-locks.co.uk

TRCEN

TrHomson Ropoick CaLLAN

Auctioneers & Valuers

Carnethie Street Rosewell
Edinburgh EH22 9AL

Irongray Road
Dumfries DG2 OJE

Marconi Road Burgh Road Estate
Carlisle CA2 7NA

22 Smith Street
Ayr KA7 ITF




