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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHARGE
Minister	 Rev Sheila W Moir, The Manse, Strae Brigs, St Boswells TD6 0DH
	 Tel: 01835 822255   E-mail: SMoir@churchofscotland.org.uk

Website	 www.dryburghdistrictchurches.org
	 Contact Web4churches@gmail.com

	 https://www.facebook.com/Dryburgh District Churches:
	 Maxton, Mertoun, Newtown, St Boswells

Session Clerks	 Mrs Winnie Milligan, 26 Glenburn Avenue, Newtown St Boswells,
	 TD6 0QW  Tel: 01835 823457  E-mail: winnieandsandym@gmail.com

	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Treasurer	 Mr Brian Evans, Alderwood, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AP
	 Tel: 01835 823031

Gift Aid Treasurer	 Mrs Lucy Smith, Sunnybank, Main Street, St Boswells TD6 0AT
	 Tel: 01835 822425

Please submit material for the December 2025 – February 2026 Newsletter
to Lucy Smith: editornewsletter24@gmail.com by Friday 24 October 2025 at the latest.

St Boswells Church Hall and Vestry bookings: Mrs Sandra Thomas, Tel: 01835 823518

Dryburgh District Churches take no responsibility for the advertisers in this newsletter,
nor the services or goods offered by them.

FAREWELL FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends

As summer gives way to autumn, I have realised that 
this is my final newsletter article as your minister. I will 
retire from Dryburgh District Churches at the end of 
September and move from the manse - the end of an 
era and a journey that began in November 2007 when 
I came to the then Triple Linked Charge of Maxton & 
Mertoun linked with Newtown linked with St Boswells, 
to preach as sole nominee. I was then ordained and 
inducted into the Charge on 18th January 2008.

During my ministry with you there have been beginnings 
– new experiences, trials and errors, ups and downs, 
many firsts, which have always taken me by surprise. It 
is hard to know what was a beginning and then became 
tradition and what’s ‘aye been’. So much has happened. 
There have been times of sadness, frustration, but also 
of happiness and joy. 

I was reminded recently when speaking with someone that ministry is like a marriage, 
and I couldn’t help reflecting on the passage that we often have at weddings from 1st 
Corinthians, Chapter 13. The passage speaks about love and Paul tells his readers that 
he is going to show them the most excellent way. He goes on to say that when we don’t 
have love, we are no more than a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal; or we may have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom mysteries and be knowledgeable, have faith that can 
move mountains, but without love we have nothing. We can give all we have away, but 
without love we still have nothing.

For me the verses I think the most important and the ones on which I have strived to 
base my ministry, are:

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.
These three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.”

At the end of the day – to give a little love, to take a little love and be prepared to 
forsake a little love in ministry and in life in general means that we can experience the 
rich love that God wants for us all when love is at the centre. 

As you prepare for a new minister and a new season in mission and service, I pray that 
you will always know God’s love right at the heart of your lives, in every step you take.

So long, farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Adieu, Goodbye, I leave, I can retire, from this place 
and home that I have loved. 

Shalom, Rev Sheila

MESSAGE FROM LOTHIAN & BORDERS PRESBYTERY
Hello, my name is Norman Smith and I am Presbytery Clerk. My job is to support and 
work with Church of Scotland congregations throughout the Lothian and Borders 
region. Rather than hear rumours, this is an update on what will happen once Rev 
Sheila Moir retires at the end of September. 

Firstly, Presbytery wishes to publicly thank Sheila for a very faithful ministry over 
many years. You will know better than we do how she has fulfilled her calling as 
minister. We all wish her every blessing in her well-earned retirement. 

At its meeting on 20th August the Vacancy Procedure Committee of Lothian and 
Borders Presbytery gave permission to Dryburgh District Churches to begin the 
process of finding Sheila’s successor. This is a long and complicated process so please 
be patient and give the church time to find the right person. Somewhere out there 
God has someone who will be the right fit here, we just need to find them. Please 
keep Sheila, the congregation and community in your prayers. 

God Bless.

Rev Norman Smith
Presbytery Clerk
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WHAT’S ON
IN OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY 

SWI
ST BOSWELLS

ST BOSWELLS VILLAGE HALL
2nd Tuesday each month, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 9th September:
Cooking:  Marion Pate

Competition:
Baked Apple / Favourite Brooch 

Tuesday 14th October:
Pumpkin Decorating:  Fiona Cameron

Competition:
Wooden Ornament / Leaf Collage

Tuesday 11th November:
Life as a Midwife:  Mavis Scully

Competition:  War Memorabilia /
3 Chocolate Chip Cookies
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Dryburgh District Churches
(Church of Scotland) SC010210

LOOKING FOR A NEW TREASURER
Our present treasurer comes to the end of his term at the end of this year –
just like politicians and American Presidents – one term of office is all that

is required, and longer if they wish!

Therefore, we are looking for someone to take over the role of treasurer.
Could you be that person? Or do you know someone else who might be 

interested? The Church accounts are computerised and our current treasurer
is willing to work with our new treasurer to hand over.

Experience in keeping accounts, the presentation of accounts and how OSCR 
(Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) works, would be advantageous.

For further information, please contact:
Lucy Smith, Joint Session Clerk and Gift Aid Treasurer

tel: 01835 822425 email:editornewsletter24@gmail.com
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Scottish Borders Council hosted 
a commemorative service at 
Newtown War Memorial on 
Friday 15 August to mark the 
80th anniversary of VJ Day.

The service was led by Rev 
Sheila Moir and representatives 
and staff from the council joined 
to pay their respects and took 
part in the two minutes silence.

MAY – AUGUST IN OUR CHARGE
Thank you to everyone who supported our all events and fund raising which raised:

Church Plant Sale, £550; Christian Aid Appeal, £276; Body Parts Quiz, £61.

 

Royal British Legion
Scotland Founder‘s Day Service
in St Boswells Church on Sunday
22 June. The retiring offering 
raised £226 in aid of Poppy 
Scotland.

Crochet

Knitting

Book Folding

Computer Skills

Diamond Painting Map Reading

£556 was raised by Lent 
Pledges towards our 
Mission Fund, which 
supported the SKILLS TO 
SHARE mornings in May
and June.
Some of the skills learned:

Strawberry Teas
Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 July, 
raised £310.
Visitors enjoyed scrumptious 
Strawberry Teas and a selection
of home baking from the trolley.

Jean’s 100th 
Birthday Party

on 25th May in 
the Church Hall 

with all
her family

and friends.
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Dryburgh District ChurchES Dryburgh District ChurchES 
(Church of Scotland) SC010210(Church of Scotland) SC010210

Coffee MorningCoffee Morning
Saturday 20 SeptemberSaturday 20 September

Newtown Community WingNewtown Community Wing
10am10am

Donations welcomed for:Donations welcomed for:

RaffLe & stallsRaffLe & stalls
Cake & CandyCake & Candy
Bric-a-BracBric-a-Brac
JigsawsJigsaws
BooksBooks

ENTRY £2ENTRY £2
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At CrossReach we have been pioneering 
the care of older people for decades, with 
particular emphasis on dementia care. Older 
age can bring changes to your way of life. It 
doesn’t mean an end to your quality of life.

We believe that every life can be enhanced, 
and should be lived as fully as possible. 
Quality of life means being part of a 
community, maintaining your independence and focusing on the things you can do, 
not the things you can’t.

SHOEBOX APPEAL 
Every year, thousands of people pack shoeboxes 
filled with love for children and adults in need. Now 
it’s easier than ever to join in – from anywhere in 
the world – to help disadvantaged people in Eastern 
Europe and Africa..

Leaflets will be available in our churches. To be 
delivered for Christmas, filled boxes should be 
handed in to any of our churches on or before 
Sunday 19 October.

GRANNY’S OLD WOODEN BED
by Laura Ross
A fictional work spanning two timelines, alternating 
between a 1960 narrative featuring Iain, a boy visiting 
his grandparents in Burntisland and historical fiction 
chapters focused on the life of Neil, an orphaned 
swineherd living in the same area in the 13th and 14th 
centuries ……. buy the book and find out more!

£7.50 all proceeds in aid of church fund; available in 
our churches and from members.
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PRAYER
‘Be happy in your faith and pray without ceasing.’

1st Thessalonians 5 vv 16,17
The Apostle Paul was writing this letter to those who had become Christians in Thessalonica. 
There was strong opposition to Christianity there and much persecution. 

Paul writes to them in love, encouraging them to continue in their faith and their love.

While here in the west, in the 21st Century, there is not an obvious opposition to Christianity, 
such as there is in some areas of the world today. In many places there is strong opposition 
to faith in CHRIST and in some places Christians face persecution, imprisonment and even 
death. The opposition for them is a living reality. Paul’s advice to be happy in our faith and 
pray continually applies also to us.

Every Christian, in walking with CHRIST, lives in amazing grace through this relationship; day 
by day and moment by moment. We walk and talk with the Co-CREATOR, WHO is love, 

WHO redeemed us, WHO calls us, WHO says, ‘Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any 
man hears MY voice…I will come in…’.       Revelations 3 v 20

When CHRIST enters in, we begin to live in the light of HIS love and power. We become 
‘family’. So Paul says ‘Be happy in your faith and pray continually’. Any one day holds endless 
opportunities to give, to love and to pray.

As CHRIST walks with us day by day HE hears our daily conversations and knows our 
thoughts. What is HE prompting us, by HIS SPIRIT, to do or say or give this day, in our unique 
walk as HIS disciple, in following HIM?

May the grace and peace of The LORD JESUS CHRIST be with you.

                         Moment by moment I’m kept in HIS love,
                         Moment by moment I’ve life from above;
                         Looking to JESUS till glory doth shine;
                         Moment by moment, O LORD, I am THINE.

Daniel Webster Whittle (1840-1901).

Rev Winnie Munson

OUR FLOWER MINISTRY
The lovely displays of flowers which enhance our weekly worship in 
Newtown and St Boswells Churches are gifted after worship to someone in 
the community (not necessarily a church member) whom we wish to support 
– perhaps following a bereavement, a birth, illness, a special birthday etc.

If you know of someone who might appreciate some flowers, please contact 
Winnie Milligan or Lucy Smith. Monetary contributions towards the cost 
of these flowers are always welcome. You may arrange them yourself or 
someone else will do this for you.

Please contact our Flower Conveners:
Newtown: Carol Hunter; St Boswells: Mary Sargent (824261).
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AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,
TOWBARS SUPPLIED AND FITTED,

 BLUETOOTH PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS,

BEACONS, LED LIGHTS.

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ST BOSWELLS

 07900881309
garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician
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AIR CONDITIONING RE-CHARGE AND REPAIR.

Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Offers:
Chiropractic  Podiatry

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral

Tel. 01835 823645

Book now: 01835 822710
www.huntersstables.co.uk

HUNTERS STABLES
Wine Bar & Bistro

• Stone fired pizza
• Italian favourites
• Traditional Scottish dishes
• Families welcome
• Function space available
Find us down the lane between the Church and 
the Village Hall in the old Legion clubrooms.

The Mainstreet Trading CompanyBooks , Cafe , Deli & Home

THE MAINSTREET TRADING COMPANY 
ST BOSWELLS, TD6 0AT   01835 824 08701835 824 087

“A KIND OF DREAM
BOOKSHOP AND

SMALL TOWN CAFE' ”

B.B.F.
16 -1 9  
June
2022 

@mainstreethare    mainstreethare     mainstreetbooks.mainstreetbooks.co.ukco.uk      

-  NEIL GAIMAN

Old Post Office
Newsagents

Greetings Cards
Confectionery

Lottery
Pay point

Photocopying

01835 824930
oldpostboswells@outlook.com
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www.scotiachiropractic.co.uk

Offers:
Chiropractic • Remedial Massage • Podiatry

Chiropody • Cranio Sacral

Tel: 01835 823645
Clinics at St Boswells, Peebles, Wooler

Grant Lees
Established for 30 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels
Tel: 01896 753721

Evenings: 01896 757441

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST

MATT-LOCKS
24 HOUR LOCK-OPENING
& REPLACEMENT SERVICE

LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FROM LOCKOUTS TO LOST KEYS
WE CAN HELP. KEYS ALSO CUT

Tel: 01835 869834
Fax: 01835 864388 

Unit 1 New Bongate Mill, Bongate
Jedburgh TD8 6DU

Email <sales@matt-locks.co.uk> 
Proprietor Chris Matthews

WHITE AUTOTEC
AUTO ELECTRICS, DIAGNOSTICS,

SERVICING AND REPAIRS
TOWBARS FITTED, BLUETOOTH

PHONE KITS,
REVERSE PARKING SENSORS

UNIT 1C CHARLESFIELD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

PHONE GARY ON: 07900881309

garynwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Your local auto electrician

•Sales

•Repairs

•Hire

•Service

St Boswells Mowers

Charlesfield Ind. Estate, St Boswells TD6 0HH
Tel: 01835 824555 Mob: 0771 1587 894

Contact: Ian Hunter
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Grant Lees
Established for 40 years

Antique Clock Restoration
Barometers and Watches

Modern work also undertaken
Estimates and Valuations

HOUSE CALLS BY REQUEST
148 St Andrew Street, Galashiels

Tel: 01896 753721
Evenings: 07896 500229

info@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.ukinfo@footeprint.co.uk    www.footeprint.co.uk
Riverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EERiverside Works, Edinburgh Road, Jedburgh TD8 6EE

01835 86266701835 862667

One stop service for all One stop service for all 
your your designdesign &  & printingprinting  
requirementsrequirements

Design • Print • Deliver
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CAR BOOT SALE
Melrose Rotary Club are holding a Car
Boot Sale on Sunday 12th August on 

St Boswells Village Green 
from 8am to Ipm.   

Cars £7, Vans/Cars+Trailers £10,
Vans+Trailers £12.

If you have any items to sell, or you’re
looking for that elusive bargain, do

come along and try your luck!

Any enquiries: please phone Sylvia
Grundy on 01835 823432

 

Dementia Awareness Week

Coffee Morning
St Boswells Church Hall

Saturday 9th June from 10.00am

Plants • Books • Home Baking  – donations for stalls very welcome

DEMENTIA FRIENDS AWARENESS SESSION

Extend
Exercise Class

for the over 60’s
Tuesdays 9.15–10.15 am

St Boswells Church Hall
in school term time

For more information call
Amanda 07712 587 516.
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BVAABVAA
1616thth October October

Guest Speaker
St Boswells Church Hall – 19:30

11stst November November
Ednam Ploughing Match
Crailing Hall – 9am start

22ndnd November November
BVAA Ploughing Match

Crailing Hall – 9am start

2020thth November November
AGM plus Guest Speaker

St Boswells Church Hall – 19:30
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Carnethie Street   Rosewell 
Edinburgh   EH22 9AL 

Irongray Road 
Dumfries   DG2 0JE 

Marconi Road  Burgh Road Estate 
Carlisle   CA2 7NA 

22 Smith Street 
Ayr   KA7 1TF  

FFrreeee  AAuuccttiioonn  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx    
&&  IInnssuurraannccee  VVaalluuaattiioonnss  

RReegguullaarr  GGeenneerraall    
&&  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  AAuuccttiioonnss  

Contact your local  
Borders representative 

FFrraannkk  FFoorrrreesstt  oonn  0077880033  222288000000   
for an appointment no-obligation home visit 

wwwwww..tthhoommssoonnrrooddddiicckk..ccoomm  

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords
comes into affect from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this
will affect you and what we can do to ensure you are compliant

and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Tel: 07831 531244  or  email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

For all your accountancy and book keeping requirements at competitive prices:

The first phase of Making Tax Digital for Businesses and Landlords comes into affect 
from April 2026. Contact as to discuss how this will affect you and what we can do to 
ensure you are compliant and ready to provide the information to HMRC as required.

Contact us for a free no obligation quotation

Tel: 07831 531244 or email:kevin@crownaccountancy.co.uk

MAS
SA

GE THERAPY
MAS

SA

GE THERAPY

Angela Secretan
MIFPA DSM DIR CNHC

Complementary Therapist

01835 824105
07733 324808

angela@comptherapy.co.uk

Sandsfield, Main Street, St Boswells, TD6 OBB

UNIT 1  
NEW BONGATE MILL             
BONGATE             
JEDBURGH 
TD8 6DU 
 

                        PHONE : 01835 869834 
                                                                                                              EMAIL : sales@matt-locks.co.uk  

              www.matt-locks.co.uk       

 
 

LOCKSMITH SERVICES 

From lockouts to lost keys

Locks supplied and fitted

House and Car Keys cut

We can help!
Tel: 01835 869834

30A High Street, Jedburgh TD8 6AG

Email:  sales@matt-locks.co.uk
www.matt-locks.co.uk


